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ACADEMY UPDATE 3
Dear Parents and Carers
I hope that you have all had a positive week and are looking forward to a relaxing weekend. Our staff team really
enjoyed meeting so many parents who attended the Y11 Parents Evening last night. With the buzz and activity in
the centre of the academy, it certainly felt like we are getting back to normal. So many positive conversations
between students, parents and staff as we guide our young people towards their next exciting stage of their life
towards college and apprenticeships. It was great having the colleges supporting us and I acknowledge feedback
from a few parents who had late appointments that the colleges had packed up before the end of the evening.
We will make it clear in future events about coming in earlier than appointment times to enable consultations
with colleges on such an important evening. They are more than happy to arrange a visit or discussion by phone if
you would like to contact them to follow up.
I must say that students have been totally amazing with the increased expectations around manners, respect and
conduct. I have had so many students come up and personally thank me for raising the bar higher and insisting on
basic standards of politeness and respect for others and uniform. Behaviour and attitudes around the academy
have been exemplary. We will not lower our expectations for our students because these basic things matter. We
over heard a member of the public comment on how they enjoy serving our students in his shop because they
have excellent social skills and remember to say please and thank you. I was very proud of them. There are still a
minority however, who let our whole community down and I ask you all to remind students to walk sensibly to
and from the academy and to be kind and considerate to others. We do support positive behaviour from our
students outside school and I personally follow up any information regarding concerns in the community.
Safety request. Please can I ask you to support us to not have nuts in the building. Some students are critically
allergic to nuts and will have a severe life threatening reaction if they come into contact with nut residue. In order
to keep everyone safe, we request that nuts and nut products are not brought into school in packed lunches or
for snacks.
The Government have decided to offer COVID-19 vaccinations for students aged 12 to 15 as has been widely
publicised in the press. As a community school we have been approached by the Health Services to arrange a
suitable date for our venue to be used as a centre to administer the vaccine doses. At this stage, we are still
discussing when the Health Service can co-ordinate a date that fits in with the school calendar so we have not yet
agreed when this will happen. As a school we support all measures to keep students and their families safe and
will facilitate by providing our premises. However, we do not have the expertise to administer vaccines. We are
just a venue and if you do not want your child to have a vaccine, that is your personal choice.
A reminder about attendance expectations. We expect every student to attend every day. 100% attendance is
linked with high achievements and personal standards. The students who do best attend every day because they
do not have gaps in their learning. I am very concerned that some students have a pattern of taking regular days
off – we must stand together to create good learning habits and expectations. There will be increased strategies
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around attendance because it is not good enough in some cases. Attendance to school is a legal expectation and a
basic parental responsibility to get your child into school every day (unless of serious medical reasons) and we
must do everything together to ensure your child has successful life skills and is making strong progress in
learning.
Student leadership is thriving. I am extremely impressed with the contributions towards leadership in the
academy. There have been many positive changes because of student voice, an example of this is the purchasing
of three additional water fountains for the second floor of the building. These small but significant changes make
a positive difference for students and we value their feedback.
Have a wonderful weekend and do not hesitate to contact your child’s tutor or Year Leader if you have the need.
Warmest wishes,

Catherine Davies
Executive Principal
MA, MBA, BA (Hons), NPQH

Calendar Dates
28th September – Afternoon tea, by invite only (please don’t panic if you have not received an invite this time,
there will be other opportunities)
30th September – Open Evening for Year 6 parents
1stOctober – INSET Day – the school is closed to students
7th October – Year 7 Settling in Evening – An opportunity for Year 7 parents to meet the Tutors
12th October – Year 9 Futuready
13th October – Year 10 Futuready
13th October – 4pm-7pm Parent Drop in – Open door for you to pop in and speak to our Senior Leadership Team
(SLT)
19th October – KS3 Glyndebourne
21st October – Year 8 Parents Evening
22nd October KS4 Glyndebourne
25th – 29th October – Half Term – The School is closed
25th October – Year 11 Taster Day – Plumpton College
1st-9th November – Year 11 Mock
1st-9th November – Scholarship Assessments
10thNovember – INSET Day – the school is closed to students
11th November – Year 9 Parents Evening
12th November – Year 7 Remembrance Service
15th November – Year 8-11 Photographs
16th November – Year 9 Future ready
17th November – Year 10 Future ready
18th November – Year 7 and 8 Flu injections
23rd November – 4pm-7pm Parent Drop in – Open door for you to pop in and speak to our Senior Leadership
Team (SLT)
25th November – Year 10 Parents Evening
9th-10th December – Year 11 Art Mock Exams
9th November – Year 11 Parents Evening
13th – 14th and 15th December – Year 11 Photography Mock Exams

15th December – Scholarship Inauguration Event
16th December – Red Carpet Event – Details to follow
16th December - Christmas Concert
17th December – Last Day of Term

Safeguarding Update
The new version of Keeping Children Safe in Education 2021 states that schools should have a “clear policy on the
use of mobile and smart technology to reflect the fact many children have unlimited and unrestricted access to
the internet” A copy of Bexhill Academy’s Online Safety policy is available on the academy website.
Online challenges and scares are becoming more frequent in young people. It is important for parents/carers to
know what to do when they arise in order to de-escalate them.
Watch this new video from the UK Safer Internet Centre to find out more:
https://video.buffer.com/v/610d0862846ad072074894ea
Please also find further resources on our academy website. In addition, a member of the Safeguarding and
Pastoral Team will be available at all Parents Evenings this year and can support you with information and advice
around online safety. We look forward to meeting you!

Careers
It’s been another busy week in the world of careers and I had the pleasure of joining our Year 9 & 10 students
over two days at the Futuready event. We have some amazing students who verbalised their experiences and
shared their stories with maturity. I’m looking forward to the next two sessions in October and November and
continuing to follow their journey.
I was pleased to be welcome our local colleges, University of Brighton, and ASK (Apprenticeship and Support) to
the Year 11 Parents Evening on Thursday, and also East Sussex College group to an assembly on Wednesday. I will
have prospectuses in the library if anyone was unable to attend. Please see the careers page on our website for
details of the latest Open Events across the county http://www.bexhillacademy.org/students/careersBexhill College will be speaking to Year 11 on Monday 4 October about their offers for 2022. If any Year 11 are
particularly interested in Plumpton College, please pop and see me in the library, or email
careers@bexhillacademy.org
Next week, Catherine Davies is hosting Employability Assemblies for all year groups and I am thrilled that some of
our local employers have offered to support these. They will be talking about the top ten unemployable skills as
we continue to focus on the behaviours, attitudes and appearance/dress code for our students, in preparation for
the world of work.
I will be receiving the latest East Sussex Careers Hub newsletter soon so I will bring you more information next
week.
Tracey J Holden
Careers Adviser
01424 735475
careers@bexhillacademy.org

Scholarship Programme 2021-22
As you will be aware the Scholarship Programme application process
has opened this week.
Please do encourage your son/daughter to apply and take advantage
of the fantastic offers available. Full details including the Scholarship
brochure, a selection of informational videos and the online
application form can be found here:
http://www.bexhillacademy.org/about/2021-22-scholarship-programme
Good luck to all applicants and we look forward to receiving your applications.

Miss Rhodes – Maths
Year 11 Callum K, Milly F & Afrah C
Year 9: Poppy B-S, Molly L, Milly S, Taitus G, Rosa K, Sophie T
Year 8 Kevin C, Levi C, Mercedes P, Duane P, Jasmine R, Calvin R, Isabelle S
Year 7: Safiya A, Jon B, Charles B, Preston E, Sophia H, Jess M, Summer M, Darcey P, Beres R, Macie S, Toby S,
Tomas V, Kianna W
All for excellent use of Hegarty maths last week.

Miss Purdy - Food
Marshall R 9Y3A - Amazing 'say it in a sentence'
Levi C 8X1B - Independent work and great looking pizzas
Emira G 8X3A - Consistently high standard of work
Oliver T 9Y3A - Deep Learning Task
Charlie J 10A - Brilliant focus in class
Miss Bovenzi – English
Bee J. produced a coherent, well-structured dystopian short story. Written from a point of view of a horse, Bee
used effective language and structure techniques that sustains the reader’s interest. Great job, Bee!
Miss Honeysett - Science
Max W 11X5. Significant improvements in biology – work ethic, behaviour to learning. Really getting everything
right. Well done.

Miss Makin – French
Chris K- great enthusiasm in French
Mrs Mills – Maths
Year 11 Paige R, Zebedee F
Year 10 Frankie G, Brandon C, Dalziel G
Year 9 Casey Leigh A, Maya F, George K, Harvey A
Year 8 Tilly L, Max D, Lexi H
Year 7 Archie H, Annabelle L, Jay R, Carlos P
Mr Wilkinson –Maths
Ava F 7y4 maths
Mr Carver –Carpenter – Photography
Tamara E, Thazmin C, Chloe S, Barney C, Ethan W, Liam J
Year 11 photography student’s excellence!
Most improved
Abigail F, Georgia W, Josh B, Sonny H and Abi C
Mrs Abraham
I would like to nominate Bailey A and Amelia R. Both in year 9 for consistent effort and speaking out in class.
Art – Last chance to see our Art work in the RYE Arts festival – it ends on the 30.09.21
ART KS3 Superstar Learners
It gives me great pleasure showing you some of the
many BRILLIANT creations the Art department have
received so far this week for the first KS3 home
learning task – either a front and back cover for their
sketchbook or a year 8/ year 9 title page (separating
last year’s work).
The Art superstars this week are Harrison G 9Y6, Zane
D 9X5, Ryan S 9X5, Holly W 9X5, Josh Y 9X5, Nathan S
8X1, Daisy R 8X1, Amy B 8X1, Ruby A 8X1, Dolores C
8X1, Annemarie P 8X1, Cory M 7X4, Scarlett J 7X4,
Maisie P 7X1, Archie H 7X1, Teia W 7X1, Jay R 7X1.
Well done for being your Brilliant Best!

I am very much looking forward to all the other Art home
learning tasks next week.
Mary Watts
Director of Arts

