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ACADEMY UPDATE 22
Dear Parents and Carers
I was pleased to meet with our Student Leadership Team yesterday to hear their questions and requests. Top of
their concerns was the situation in Ukraine and their determination to provide support for any refugees who may
need to join our school. They had an excellent discussion around practical actions to help families settle into the
area and this included pairing local families to support their settlement into England and more locally in Bexhill. It
was such an inspiring conversation where our students are keen to help and provide the warmest of welcomes to
any families who may be fleeing war torn conflict. I will update you and ask for your help to see if we can open
our school family and provide support. Students have asked me to put this statement from them into my letter to
you and we support their stance fully:
The students at Bexhill Academy are united in standing firm against war. As a student body we would like to
express our disappointment towards any world leaders who engage in, endorse or instigate war.
Our thoughts are with the innocent people whose lives are affected by the current fighting in Ukraine, in
Yemen, and in many other places around the world.
As a student body we will be supporting the humanitarian aid mission in Ukraine by raising money over the
upcoming weeks. We would be grateful to all parents and carers who can encourage their students to support
this cause.
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On another topic, how delightful to see such a vibrant turnout to the Year 9 Options Evening last night and a buzz
around the further education college presentations. It has been really exciting to hear students’ enthusiasm and
discussion around their selection of choices for study. The investment in our new languages block has helped to
significantly raise ambition for the study of one or two modern foreign languages for GCSE and we look forward
to confirming each student’s subjects as soon as possible, for study from July this year.

Year 10 Work Experience 4th July – 8th July
Dear Students, Parents and Carers we have an exciting
opportunity for all our Yr10 students to experience a week in a
work environment at the beginning of July. Some students have
already signed up for this opportunity but due to Covid and
sickness some students have missed out. I am therefore readvertising this experience for any students who wish to take
part to see myself for the relevant forms and answer any
questions .
If you require any further information, contact myself at careers@bexhillacademy.org

Alongside our concerns regarding world events, we have an unwavering commitment to ensuring we provide the
very best opportunities for our students. I was delighted to welcome our local MP Huw Meriman into the
Academy today as he was keen to visit and offer support for the work we have done throughout the pandemic
and in getting every student back into 100% attendance and engagement with learning so that they have every
chance of success and choice in the future. Huw praised the ‘exemplary work and ambition of Bexhill Academy’
and supported our focus on employability standards or attitude, uniform and expectations. We really valued him
taking time out to visit.
Follow that Duck Art trail, last week myself and Mrs Gilbert collected
our two ducklings. I am really pleased to announce that from next week
we are inviting entries (maximum of two designs per student) for this
amazing opportunity. All the information regarding the design work has
been placed on Class Charts and Google classroom for each student,
and hopefully each student will be given a template design sheet to
work directly onto, in their art lesson next week. Alternatively, if you
would like to collect a template, before your art lesson please come up to
Far 2 Art room to collect one, yourself.
Mary Watts
Director of ARTS.

The Power of Public Art Follow that Duck will
hopefully engender a sense of pride in our local
community, showcasing our beautiful stretch of
coastline and the stunning countryside beyond, the
facilities, buildings, companies, schools and people
which make Hastings and Rother so special. We hope
that Follow that Duck will aid and support the
economic, social and community recovery of Hastings and Rother following the challenges posed by Covid-19.
This trail will encourage visitors to our local area with a tangible reason to explore the streets of Hastings, St
Leonards and Bexhill. By supporting Follow that Duck, we will be playing a part in strengthening the economic
future of our local communities. Use Follow that Duck as a way of exploring new areas to, welcome friends and
tourists and encourage them to revel in the beauty and creativity that is East Sussex. Most importantly raising
funds for St Michaels Hospice in Hastings.
In the next few school terms, the Art department are organising several
events to raise money for St Michael’s Hospice in support of Follow that
Duck Art Trail. Watch this space for events. If you are able and willing to
donate and or ‘sponsor’ one our ducklings, please contact
mary.watts@bexhillacademy.org, this sponsorship or donations can be
from individuals, a family or a business. Thank you for your support with
this amazing project.
Mary Watts.

We wish you a restful weekend
Warmest wishes,

Catherine Davies
Executive Principal
MA, MBA, BA (Hons), NPQH

Calendar Dates
Wednesday 9th March – Year 11 Theatre trip in London
Thursday 10th March –Year 9 Option Forms need to be returned
Friday 11th March - Year 11 Food and Nutrition NEA
Monday 14th March - Year 11 Food and Nutrition NEA
Tuesday 15th March - Year 11 Food and Nutrition NEA
Thursday 17th March – Year 11 Parents Evening
Friday 18th March – Year 11 Parents Evening
Wednesday 23rd March, 4-7pm – Parent Drop in
Wednesday 30th March - Teenage booster – year 9
Thursday 24th March – Postponed Year 7 Parents Evening
Monday 28th – Friday 1st April – French and Spanish Oral Exams
31st March – Red Carpet Event
Friday 1st April – Year 11 Group Photograph
Friday 1st April – Last day of Term 4
Tuesday 19th April – First day of Term 5
Thursday 30th June – Year 11 Prom (more information to follow)

Special Educational Needs (SEN) Update
This week we want to introduce another key member of the SEND Team, Mandy Clifford. Mandy took the key role
in leading the academy to achieve its recent National Nurturing Schools Award:

Mandy Clifford – Lead Intervention Tutor SEMH and Nurture

I aim to provide a consistent and safe base in the school Nurture Room for students
experiencing SEMH difficulties with a focus on the 6 Principles of Nurture.
Apart from running the daily Y7 Nurture group which supports identified students to
transition from the primary to the secondary school environment, I also run weekly
programmes of support and workshops for students struggling with high levels of
anxiety, difficulties with self-regulation and difficulties with making and maintaining
positive peer relationships.

Safeguarding Update
Ukraine
The situation in Ukraine is horrendous. Whilst we are geographically far away from the events, many in our
schools and communities will be directly affected and may have families or roots in the region. The news and
social media feeds are filled with the latest information, and some of it is very upsetting and worrying; and may
not even be verified. Children listening and viewing distressing images can become frightened and fearful.
Here are some background reading resources to help you think about how adults can support children with what
they are seeing or feeling.
Current information regarding Ukraine
Supporting your child if they see upsetting content online about what is happening in Ukraine (Childnet)
https://www.childnet.com/blog/supporting-your-child-with-upsetting-content/
We should not hide from children what is happening in Ukraine (Schools Week/Children's Commissioner)
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/we-should-not-hide-from-children-what-is-happening-in-ukraine/
How to talk to children about what’s happening in Ukraine and World War Three anxiety (Metro)
https://metro.co.uk/2022/02/24/how-to-talk-to-children-about-whats-happening-in-ukraine-16163133/
Help for teachers and families to talk to pupils about Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and how to help them avoid
misinformation (Department for Education)
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/25/help-for-teachers-and-families-to-talk-to-pupils-about-russiasinvasion-of-ukraine-and-how-to-help-them-avoid-misinformation/
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact safeguarding team.
Mark Linch
Associate Assistant Principal - DSL

Mental Health Update

I feel that it would be wrong of me to not acknowledge the ongoing conflict between Russia and the Ukraine. We
have been supporting the students in school this week who have, raised questions about war, been generally
concerned, or personally affected. A detailed presentation was put together and shown to all students. Save the
children have put together some resources to help parents to be able to support their children during this difficult
and frightening time.

Allsorts is a Brighton-based organisation supporting children and families who identify as LGBTQ+. They are
seeking to build a network in East Sussex. They have put together a series of workshops for parents and carers of
LGBT+ CYP


Workshop for Parents/Carers of LGBT+ Children/Young People who Self-Harm
o Thursday 21st April, 6-9pm https://www.eventbrite.com/e/262487355747



Workshop for Parents/Carers of Neurodiverse LGBT+ Children/Young People
o Thursday 19th May, 6-9pm https://www.eventbrite.com/e/262496693677



Workshop for Parents/Carers of LGBT+ Children/Young People who are not in Mainstream Education
o Thursday 9th June, 6-9pm https://www.eventbrite.com/e/262507104817

This is a great opportunity for further learning and to enhance understanding and practice with specific cohorts of
cyp. The sessions will consist of training and resources, followed by facilitated discussion groups. Please note:
these workshops have been informed by the focus groups with parents and carers of LGBT+ CYP.
There is an LGBTQ+ support group in school every Friday at Milo’s. KS3 at break and KS4 during lunch.

The school has a dedicated Mental Health website and
Emotional Well-Being page.
If you are unsure of where to look for support this is a good
place to start.
www.bexhillacademy.org/about/mental-health-and-emotionalwell-being
If you have any concerns regarding the mental health or wellbeing of your child or would like support yourself, please
contact your Pastoral Team or email me directly
victoria.ransom@bexhillacademy.org

Victoria Ransom,
Mental Health First Aid Lead

Careers and Employability at Bexhill Academy
Year 9 options Evening Thursday 03.03.2022
What a great turn out from our yr. 9 students parents and carers for the options evening. Students were able to
speak with staff on the options subjects, which they are interested in and explore them further. This is an exciting
time for year 9 students as they prepare to choose their GCSE’s and their career journey. We were lucky enough

to welcome 3 colleges to the school for all to ask advise on what options would suit their future aspirations, this
was welcomed by both students and parents and the feedback was it was helpful in enabling them to be informed
of what they might need in the future.
Thank you to Bexhill College 6th Form, East Sussex College Hasting, and Eastbourne College for attending.

If you require any further information, contact
myself at careers@bexhillacademy.org
Important events coming up in the diary are:

National Careers Week 7th to 12th March 2022
National Careers Week celebrates career guidance for young people, helping them to explore different career
paths that may make sense for their interests.
Please read the careers newsletter for some exciting news local apprentice jobs and virtual work experience
opportunities.
Donna Mills
Lead for careers and employability

Chartwells Catering Update – please see next week menu

Kind regards,
Annette and Team

Mrs Davies – Principal
We are very proud of Maisie G for winning 1st place for her performance at
the Hastings Music Festival
Ms Purdy – Food Tech
Year 7 - Seth M - Leading the class in a sushi demo
Year 8 - Tyler S & Nomsa M - Brilliant contribution to class discussion
Year 9 - Sophie T & Oliver N - Enthusiasm for subject
Year 10 - Brandon C - Focus and creativity in a practical lesson
ACE - Kyle W - Outstanding leadership skills in a practical lesson
Mrs Watts – Art
Art Super star learners this week are several Year 7 students. This week and last week, I have had the pleasure of
receiving many brilliant presentations for the stains home learning task. Students were asked to create a
presentation that used a double page of their sketchbook, their classwork the stains and implement work they
had previously created, a title and an exciting theme. I hope you agree, we have a very talented group of year 7’s,
so many in fact, that I will show many more next week in the next edition
of the Principles update. Well done for completing exciting, original and
creative workClass 7Y5 Oona R, Alice B, Stas T, Beth W, Sam P, Kasey C, and Charlie S.
Class- 7X3 Bethany P, Saffron C, Ryan H and Lexi W.

Class 7X1 Olivia F, Humaira A, Joey P, Annabelle L, Teia W, Tallulah W, Carlos P and Leo WL
Well done and keep up this great work,

