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ACADEMY UPDATE 19
Dear Parents and Carers
We are really impressed with the maturity and commitment of our Y11 students who are attending on time and
with strong independent learning skills as they sit their mock examinations. We look forward to seeing growth
and strong progress from their previous set of mocks last year. Attendance to school, punctuality, independent
learning and general standards of respect are essential in demonstrating secure employment readiness.
The Academy opening fully next week Monday to Wednesday for all Year groups as isolating staff will be
returning. We look forward to seeing every students return with excellent attitudes, perfect uniform and a clear
readiness to learn with all equipment.
I am thrilled with the inspection results as we were assessed for National Nurturing School Award and we were
designated as an outstanding school. We are being nominated as a case study for our inclusive and safe systems
of developing students confidence and skills for life.
On Tuesday 1st February, the academy had their assessment day for the National Nurturing Schools Award. Born
from an understanding of how children learn and develop, a nurturing approach to learning addresses the impact
of a student’s social environment on their emotional wellbeing, their social skills, and how ready they are to
engage in school and the wider community. The process of developing a nurturing culture, and hence being
successful in achieving the award, is different for every school. For Bexhill Academy, the process included looking
at our core beliefs, our knowledge of our students’ needs, and our commitment and impact on supporting
students to achieve their very best.
Mandy Clifford, the academy's SEMH Lead TA took a key lead in submitting Bexhill Academy's evidence folder and
preparing the academy for the assessment day. Interviews were held with the Trust Board, Catherine Davies,
members of SLT, teaching staff, teaching assistants, community partners, parents/carers and of course the
students themselves.
The academy heard within twenty-four hours that they had been successful in achieving the award. We are
awaiting the full report, but verbal feedback included:
"Nurture is inherent at Bexhill Academy"
"The passion for this school and the wellbeing of students and staff is evident in every aspect of the academy a real whole team initiative"
"The staff team go above and beyond"
"Your students spoke about Bexhill Academy as their safe space"
For further information on nurture work, please see the Nurture area on the academy website. Further details of
the award will be available on here shortly.
On Monday next week, our students will also feature in a BBC news special feature on supporting and
understanding mental health particularly raising awareness of this for boys who find it hard to share their
feelings. Our students really enjoyed meeting Dr Ranj the famous TV doctor and doing their bit to raise national
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awareness of this. Our extreme gratitude to Kerri Worsfold for giving permission to discuss her son Bailey and her
work to raise funds for mental health charities. Despite the trauma and pain of losing her precious son she
consistently shows empathy and care for others. Bailey and his special family will always have a place in our
school heart.
Have a relaxing and safe weekend. Please remember that we finish this term on Wednesday at the normal finish
time.
Warmest wishes

Catherine Davies
Executive Principal
MA, MBA, BA (Hons), NPQH

Calendar Dates
Wednesday 9th February – Last day of term
Monday 21st February - First day of Term 4
Wednesday 23rd February - 2nd covid vaccinations, whole school (only for students with signed NHS forms)
Friday 25th February - Year 8 & 9 HPV injections
Thursday 3rd March – Year 9 Options Evening
Thursday 10th March – Year 9 Option Forms need to be returned
Thursday 17th March – Year 11 Parents Evening
Wednesday 30th March - Teenage booster – year 9
Thursday 24th March – Postponed Year 7 Parents Evening

Police search dog
We are extremely fortunate to be welcoming a Police search dog into our school this term as part of our
community liaison, careers and drugs awareness programme. The dog is a spaniel and is an experienced member
of the dog section working within the drugs team. Please do not be alarmed if you see police and the search dog
around the Academy at some point next term, this is a planned and organised part of our wider curriculum and
enrichment programme.

Make Your Mark 2022
Attention all students! This is your opportunity to have your voice heard
and vote on the items that you would like brought forward to the
attention of your local Youth Council to discuss.
To vote please follow the link here:
https://www.makeyourmark.youthimpact.app/register/me
The options to vote on for 2022 are:




Covid-19 recovery
Education and learning
Environment






Health and wellbeing
Jobs, money, homes and opportunities
Our rights and democracy
Poverty

For more information about these areas, please watch this short video: https://youtu.be/lNEben4aHOY

Special Educational Needs (SEN) Update
This week we would like to introduce our ASC Facility Lead, Ms Meredith:
“My name is Isabelle Meredith and I am Bexhill Academy’s ASC Facility Lead. I work in
the LINK, within the Inclusion department, supporting our SEND students, specifically
those with an ASC diagnosis or those on the pathway of getting a diagnosis.
My aims in this position are to develop and maintain supportive relationships with our
students, thereby supporting open communication to positively impact on our students’
education and learning. I want to support our students’ ability to engage and participate in lessons and social
situations by enhancing existing provision and interventions and to also ensure a high quality service and offer all
students equal opportunity.
I believe that independence should be promoted and supported, and that identifying and implementing strategies
is pivotal in students’ progression. I want to support the recognition of the importance of self-esteem and
identifying individuals strengths and achievements in order to build an ‘I can’ state of mind.”

Safeguarding Update
What Parents Need to Know About YouTube
The first YouTube video was uploaded in April 2005. Since then, YouTube has grown into an absolute colossus of
the online world: 2.3 billion users, watching an average of almost five billion videos between them every day –
with 300 hours of footage being uploaded to the platform every minute. Truly astounding figures.
Anywhere that such a mountain of users encounters an ocean of content, however, are the crashing waves of
risk. Youngsters discovering the diverse delights of YouTube can be jeopardised by other people’s toxicity,
unsuitable ‘recommended’ content and dangerous online challenges.
YouTube is the default video-viewing app for so many people, wherever they are (it averages a billion views per
day, for example, just from smartphones – accounting for around a quarter of daily global mobile traffic) that
when something is uploaded – age-appropriate or not – it can reach a staggering number of people in almost no
time at all.
Music videos for K-pop acts like BTS and Blackpink, for example, regularly exceed 50 million views inside their first
hour on the platform: that's almost a million views a minute. It’s easy to understand why many are concerned
about harmful clips featuring profanity, sex or violence being equally likely to go viral rapidly.
YouTube is a video-sharing social media platform that allows billions of people around the world to watch, share
and upload their own videos with a vast range of content – including sport, entertainment, education and lots
more. It’s a superb space for people to consume content that they’re interested in. As a result, this astronomically
popular platform has had a huge social impact: influencing online culture on a global scale and creating new
celebrities.
In the guide, you'll find tips on a number of potential risks such as connecting with strangers, inappropriate
content and high visibility.

Our #WakeUpWednesday guide also highlights YouTube’s other potential risks. Please see the school website for
more information https://www.bexhillacademy.org/media/documents/Youtube%20poster.pdf
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact safeguarding team.
Mark Linch
Associate Assistant Principal – DSL

Careers and Employability at Bexhill Academy
Welcome to my first column on careers and employability at Bexhill academy.
I have been welcomed to my new role by parents, carers, staff, students and local colleges.
I will be looking to enhance the curriculum for all year groups, by providing opportunities for all students to
access outside providers that will raise students’ hopes and aspirations.
There will be more real life financial maths incorporated to the PHSE curriculum looking at case studies of real life
events to prepare all students for when they leave school and start to manage their money themselves.
I am keen to work with local business and employers for us to work together to educate the workforce of the
future.
Important events coming up in the diary are:
National Apprenticeship week 7th to 13th February 2022
Build the Future' announced as theme for National
Apprenticeship Week 2022. The National Apprenticeship
Week 2022 theme of 'Build the Future' continues from 2021,
and focuses on the benefits apprenticeships can have on
individuals, businesses, and local communities.

National Careers Week 7th to 12th March 2022
National Careers Week celebrates career guidance for young
people, helping them to explore different career paths that may
make sense for their interests.
Please read the careers newsletter for some exciting news local
apprentice jobs and virtual work experience opportunities .

Donna Mills
Lead for careers and employability

Student Success - Charlie’s mum
Charley is part of the Pevensey girls’ football team and will be playing on Sunday.
https://www.sussexfa.com/news/2022/feb/01/sussex-girls-challenge-cup-final-under-13s-preview
This has been her outlet and has had times when she has struggled with injury, and lately her mental health but in
achievements like this she flourishes.
Hopefully, by the end of Sunday she will have been on the winning team.
Either way it is a proud moment.
If you have something you are proud of and would like to share with other parents please email me
Jennie.Phillips@bexhillacademy.org we would love to share your child’s successes.

Chartwells Update
Chinese New Year celebrations

Next week’s menu –
please see separate
Valentine’s menu for
Wednesday.

Ms Mckay – Library
This year’s first word Millionaires Rosie K 7BA2 & Mariya A 7BA9
Ms Purdy – Food Tech
Year 9 - Sophie T - Brilliant organisation and planning ahead, Jack F - Accurately
weighing out ingredients and being focused throughout which resulted in the most prefect
carrot cake muffin ever seen!
Year 10 - Tom M & Rio G - Outstanding home learning and use of IT skills
ACE – McKenzie K - Teaching others how to use the pasta machine
Mrs Glen’s Year 10 English Class (10X5En) –
For 100% completion of remote learning; submitting work of a high level – demonstrating quality and effort. A
determination to ‘Be Brilliant!
Ms Abraham – Science
Congratulations for Year 7 science students who have been very creative in making some models of cells. These
are a few examples of their efforts.

ART Year 7 – ‘The BIG MARMAKING CHALLENGE’ 7X5, 7X1, 7X4, 7Y5 and 7X3 collaborative group
work. My year 7 classes were set the challenge to make 2-3 home made implements to create a variety of MARKS
onto a large-scale canvas. The large-scale work measured approximately 6 metres by 2 metres, each class was
divided into two and the art studios were prepared and ready for each lesson. The canvas was spread out filling
the whole of FAR 2 (Mrs Watts Art room). My year 7 classes did
not let me down, the creative, inventive and downright ridiculous
homemade implements were just Brilliant- everyone implement
was attached to a peg or stick we had - netting, toy cars, a fish
slice, a trio of cotton buds, a rice cracker, dish cloths and rope, just
to name a few.

As an extension from this fun filled task, I have asked all my year
7’s to create a series of designs for a Stains presentation in their
sketchbooks. Each student chooses their favourite design and
completes this in the front of their sketchbook. The task should be
completed as a double page, use their classwork implements and
stains completed in class, (before this BIG CHALLENGE), have a title
STAINS, use a theme to present their work and try to incorporate
textured objects within the theme or within the title. Many of my
classes have and will be set this task this week. Here are some
SUPER STAR learners who completed the task this week, well done
7X1- Humaira A, Leo WL, Tallulah W, Olivia F & Tiea W.
Well done to year 7 for taking risks in our art room – you are all just
brilliant!
Mary Watts
Director of Arts

Art Super start learners ART REMOTE LEARNING this week for
year 7 & 8. Year 8 were set the task to create a colour wheel of
objects they found in their homes, here are some of the creative
and inventive wheels that we received via Google classroom.
Well done to Nathan S, Amy B, Dolores C, Kyla H, Daisy R 8X1,
Millie G 8Y2 and Jasmine P, Thea M, Riley M, Tracey C, 8X3

