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Dear Parents and Carers
I have just walked out of the Principal’s VIP Award ceremony here in the Academy where our exceptional
learners and generally all round fabulous individuals were surprised with a red carpet award event. It was
delightful to welcome and award our Very Important Persons to walk the red carpet and get an impressive
trophy, certificate and prize. They were secretly nominated by teachers – students who: attend school and classes
every day, bring the correct equipment, do their homework, are polite and respectful, make a full effort with their
learning and all round personal development – in essence – the kind of people employers love! They are a delight
to teach, a joy to be around and put much, much, more into the community than they take.
The roll of honour for this term’s awards are:
Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Zach S
Lizzy D
Tomas V

Liam W
Nathan O
Tom R
Faith W
Evie P
Harrison S
Josh V
Poppy B
Malaika M
Edward G

Josh M
Razeah C-M
Jake H
Erin-May E
Alexander W
Bee J

Callum V
Lily W
Jack T
Kacey B
Mark D
Josie W
Liam G
Lydia W

Poppy H
Archie C
Evie W
Ashdon H- S
Mahiya Y
Ethan W
Sunny B
Lily D
Oscar P
Ella M

Molly
Emily P
Tiffany B

Ellie M
Annabelle L
Blake G-M-M
Lola J

Jack W
Lily T

Ben B

It has been a particularly busy term and we are pleased with the way students have conducted themselves
generally and shown an increasing hunger to direct their own learning and strive for their own ambitious levels of
personal best. Well done to all of our students who do the right thing every day. A huge thanks for your support
and feedback.
We would all like to wish you a safe, relaxing and restful Christmas break and look forward to welcoming students
back to the building for their Covid lateral flow tests on 4th January 2022 so that we can all keep safety for
everyone at the highest priority. The predictions and facts are that a Covid wave is expected in the next few
weeks, so please stay safe and keep healthy. We are back to normal times and lessons for all on Wednesday 5th
January 2022
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Festive wishes,

Catherine Davies
Executive Principal
MA, MBA, BA (Hons), NPQH

Thank you so much to Gracie-Lou F for spending her evening making
this wonderful cake for us – its tastes as good as it looks!

Dear All
The Refugee Buddy project would like to
thank everyone hugely for their very kind
donations today- just over £1,000 was
raised today from our non-uniform
donations.
Thanks

Calendar Dates
4th January 2022 – First day of new Term – Lateral Flow Testing only
5th January 2022 – First day of normal times and lessons
You will have received a copy of the letter below with the attached permission slip for your child to bring with
them for their Lateral Flow test on the 4th January 2022.
You do not need to reply or send your child in on the 4th if you do not consent.

Message from Martin Wilkinson – Learning Lead for Year 7
‘A huge thank you and congratulations to Mrs Graebe who is leaving us for her maternity leave from January- we
wish you all the best. As a result there will be some changes in the year 7 forms. Mr Parks will be taking over 7BA8
who will be moving into F13, whilst Mr Mundell will continue with 7BA4 full time in G15.
For 7BA3 we say a fond farewell and thank you to Mr Guest for all of his excellent work with the form from July
until now. You will be missed. We welcome in his place a new Science teacher Ms. Harris (this form group will
remain in Lab 5).

Competition Winners

Congratulations to all our Festive Writing competition winners! We thoroughly enjoyed reading all the festive
stories and poems that were submitted.

Charity Cake Sale
There is nothing more fun and exciting to end a week on than with a charity cake sale! All in aid of Children in
Need.
A huge thank you for all of the cake contributions- we had so
much cake!
The total raised was: £378.02
A huge thank you to the Student Leadership for organising this!

Safeguarding Update
This week’s newsletter is a joint piece from the Safeguarding and Mental Health Team. With the holidays fast
approaching, can we take this opportunity to remind you that our website promotes a number of support
agencies and resources for you and your family, even when schools are closed for the holiday period.
The East Sussex Mental Health and WellBeing Team have asked us to remind families of some of the organisations
that other families have recommended through their work:
National:
Barnardo’s See, Hear, Respond Hub: information for parents and carers to help with some of the challenges due
to the pandemic https://www.barnardos.org.uk/barnardos-covid-19-support-hub
Young Minds parent/carer support – toolkit and helpline https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent

Family Lives - confidential and free helpline service for families in England and Wales (previously known as
Parentline). Emotional support, information, advice, and guidance on any aspect of parenting and family life.
Mon-Fri 9am-9pm, weekends 10am-3pm. https://www.familylives.org.uk/
Local:
Open for parents – online support and learning, tips plus courses https://www.openforparents.org.uk/
ES Parent and Carer Forum – for families of cyp with additional needs https://www.espcf.org.uk/
NHS advice on Talking to your child about feelings – for parents/carers and/or any staff
MIND and NSPCC – information on a range of MH issues
‘Give us a shout’ (a free texting MH service) Free, 24/7 mental health text support in the UK | Shout 85258
https://giveusashout.org/
Young Minds Textline Free 24/7 Mental Health Support Via Text https://www.youngminds.org.uk/youngperson/youngminds-textline/
Online Safety:
The National Online Safety Group has produced a free online safety guide. You will find tips such as video calling
family members, playing video games as a family and listening to favourite seasonal songs online. A copy of this
guide is attached to this newsletter

Mental Health Update
MILO LOGO COMPETITION UPDATE: I wanted to say a massive thank you to all students who submitted an entry
for the logo competition. I was totally blown away with designs and found it impossible to make a choice by myself.
So I did the only sensible thing and shared the responsibility with the school staff and put it to a vote. The top four
designs (in no particular order) are:
Created by Bee J
Year 9

Created by
Aimee M Year
11

Created by
Poppy W
Year 7
Created by Jessica N
Year 8

THE WINNING DESIGN WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN THE NEW YEAR
Unusually I am finding it hard to write the newsletter this week. So much of me wants to get stupidly excited
about Christmas but the other part of me is reflective and empathetic for those who for this time of year is a
challenge. So I will do both……
Christmas for me has always been about family,
the who and where has changed over the years
as the family dynamics change, but the focus has
always remained as family.

Christmas can be a challenging time of year for
many families, for multiple reasons. The most
common one that I see with my work is school is
that Christmas highlights the missing family

gaps. This can be through bereavement or a
My favourite funny moment was my youngest breakdown in contact. This is the one that
nephew refusing to eat his dinner as I had put breaks my heart as there is nothing that can fill
green gravy on it (it was not green).
the void. But what we can do is remember all of
these precious people and think of the best
Last year with the COVID restrictions, Christmas memories that we have.
was very different for many of us, but the one
thing it truly did highlight was the importance of Christmas for so many has lost the focus of the
family and loved ones as the gift of being able to simply joy of spending time with those we love.
spend time with them had been taken away To what exciting and amazing gifts will give and
from us.
receive this year – and yes I am guilty of this too.
As a school we take our responsibility seriously
and like to contribute to our school family, local
community and wider projects. We have
delivered Christmas gift bags and family
hampers for those students and families in need.
Our mufti day tomorrow will raise money for a
local charity and we were able to donate over
200 boxes of gifts to the shoe box appeal.
I really enjoyed having Christmas dinner with the
students yesterday just sitting and seeing their
excited faces was a joy. Milo shared my dinner
as if I had eaten it all I would have needed a nap!

Presents are expensive, expectations are high
and peer pressure to have the latest tech and
clothing is off the scale!
Interestingly when I asked some of the students
who visit me what the meaning of Christmas was
to them. The majority replied “spending time
with my family.” Some said specific presents..
 iPhone 12 pro max - £650 - £900
 Gucci messenger bag - £710
 Electric Scooter - £275 +
 Ralph Lauren tracksuit - £235
 Money for shopping - £500
 Spending time with family – FREE
I could have fallen off my chair, especially as
these children were aged between 11 – 14!
Or have I suddenly realised that I have got old?
Have a safe and happy Christmas. Keep yourself
and each other safe. We will see you in 2022!
The school has a dedicated Mental Health website and
Emotional Well-Being page. If you are unsure of where to look
for support this is a good place to start.

www.bexhillacademy.org/about/mental-health-andemotional-well-being

If you have any concerns regarding the mental health or well-being of your child or would like support yourself,
please contact your Pastoral Team or email me directly victoria.ransom@bexhillacademy.org
Victoria Ransom
Mental Health First Aid Lead

Careers
The final newsletter for 2021 can be read here:
https://www.bexhillacademy.org/media/documents/Careers%20Newsletter%20End%20of%20Term%202%20%2017%20December%202021.pdf
Please do share this with your child. There has been so much activity surrounding careers since September and it
has been wonderful allowing visitors into the Academy to meet our students. I hope they have enjoyed meeting
employers from different areas in the world of work, together with representatives from apprenticeship support,
ambassadors from the University of Brighton and our local colleges. We have also enjoyed being able to visit
work places and we have more plans to get out and about next year.
I wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Stay safe and well.
Tracey J Holden
Careers Adviser
01424 735475
careers@bexhillacademy.org

The Refugee Buddy Project
We are delighted to next Friday 17th December be inviting in
representatives from The Refugee Buddy Project.
The Student Leadership Team have selected this charity as an
organisation that they would like to support this year and will
begin by raising funds for them next Friday. Students will be allowed on this day to wear their own clothes in
return for a donation to the charity.
The Refugee Buddy Project are a local (Hastings based charity) that welcome and support people seeking refuge
in the Hastings, Bexhill and surrounding areas. They support individuals from refugee backgrounds with our buddy
programme, advocacy, and financial & emotional support
You can read more about the charity and what they do here:
https://www.therefugeebuddyproject.org/
Watch this space for more exciting work with this charity over the course of this year and how as a community we
can help.

Travel and Tourism Update
We had a wonderful trip to see ‘Everybody’s talking about Jamie’. This was both
educational and a lot of fun

A Chance to be creative and see your artwork made into
Greeting Cards.
The Principle and SLT would like you to create and make a piece of Art or Artworks that could become greetings
cards that will be made and used here at Bexhill Academy. There will be a selection of prizes for all the chosen
cards made and used.
A greetings card could be a Happy Birthday, Happy Anniversary, Happy Monday, Happy Tuesday, Happy
Wednesday, Happy Thursday, Happy Friday, Thank you, Thinking of you, You’re just Brilliant, Thanks for being
Brilliant, Get well soon or just a BLANK CARD, with an amazing, brilliant artwork on it. You can use any media you
have at home OR come to Art club and be creative.
The Art department are really interested in your ARTWORK, something you like, so we are not telling you what to
draw or paint. Please create something you want to, something that excites you, something that you are
passionate about.
Please create this artwork in your own time, use whatever media you want, the size of your work is a minimum
A5 and a maximum A4 size. The work can be created on paper, card even a cereal packet anything you have at
home. Please make sure you put your name and art class code on the back of your artwork. We just need the
artwork – we will create the cards………..
You have until Friday 14th January 2022.
Be creative, be inventive, be original, be brave with your designs and be BRILLIANT TODAY!
Good Luck
Mary Watts
Director of Arts

Miss Honeysett - Physics
Tia L, Year 8. Absolutely superb work in science on physics equations

Ms Torrance – Science
I would like the following to be mentioned for consistently fantastic work and engagement:
Year 8: Emira G, Megan C, Lola C, Millie G
Year 9: Bee J, Finley S, Charlie G, Lydia D
Year 10: Kacey B, Ana M-R, Ruby R, Rio G
Year 11: Ashdon H-S, Calvin D
Miss Kelly - Languages
Megan P 9X5: for fantastic participation and enthusiasm in her French classes
Kitty U 8Y5: For always going above and beyond in challenging herself in Spanish
Mr Jarvis – Geography
Y8: Harrison S
Y9: Herbie M, Logan L
Mrs Adams-Rickerby
Yasmina C, Dylan W, Emily P
Miss Rhodes – Maths
Billy W, Harriet W, Oliver G-H & Harrison W, all year 11, for
their graphical artwork.

Art Superstars
It seems somewhat apt to show you the BRILLIANT artwork created last week by our very talented GCSE Year 11
students during the 10 hour mock exam. During this half term our students have been focusing on
OBSERVATIONAL skills, drawing and recreating a chosen NATURAL FORM and creating a 3D sculpture during the
10 hour exam. To give you an idea of size all are just bigger than head size. All our students worked superbly and
it was a pleasure to watch all our students diligently working and really quite enjoying having an extended time
on their artwork- it really is surprising how much the quality of the artwork improves over a sustained amount of
time. Here’s to many more whole days of Art!!!!!
Superstar learners this week in year 11 Art are Callum B, Jhazmin C, Sami C, Lily D, Hollie D, Angela K, Claire L, Kai
LC, Aletha P, Oscar P, Rosie R, Morgan S, Lana H, Thazmin C, Keira T and Katie W.
Mary Watts
Director of the Arts

