Catherine Davies, Executive Principal
Vicky Norris-Wright, Head of Academy
Eleanore Gordon, Vice Principal

Bexhill Academy
Gunters Lane, Bexhill-on-Sea,
East Sussex TN39 4BY
T: 01424 730722
E: office@bexhillacademy.org
W: www.bexhillacademy.org

3 December 2021

ACADEMY UPDATE 12

Dear Parents and Carers

What a delightful image of our talented enthusiastic netball team! We are very proud of them because:
On Wednesday the 1 December the Bexhill Academy netball team played Ark Academy and St. Richards. The year
9 team won both matches with a score 4-2 for both games, whilst the year 8 team played St. Richards with a score
of 2-2.
Throughout, both teams played their best and the hard work and training paid off. Thank you to everyone who
took part and thank you to the umpires who spent time umpiring the match.
By Isla and Daisy Year 9.
There have been over 150 audition applications for the school musical ‘Matilda’ and students are clearly
embracing the opportunity to take part in another whole school production. Our extra-curricular provision has
been running apace over the last few weeks with many activities, well attended outside normal school hours. The
scholarship interviews have now been concluded and students will be notified by letter as regards the outcome.
We consider them all winners and are extremely proud of their achievements to date.
Last night I saw a hall full of Y11 Maths students attending evening walking-talking mock revision sessions. Their
commitment to doing their very best to gain their best outcome and fill in learning gaps from the Covid
lockdowns does them credit. I spoke to many as they left and they felt more confident and determined to
embrace the challenges of their GCSE Mathematics exams in the coming months. It was a delight to see so many
attending for two hours in the evening and putting additional work and effort into their future. I am just
disappointed that not every student attended but I hope that this will further increase as the weeks continue.
Also a massive thanks to staff who are giving this extra time and commitment simply because they care as the
only reward and incentive is seeing the increased confidence of students. Last year’s Year 11 came to the
Academy to collect their certificates and there were so many comments from them about how thankful they are
not to have to repeat maths and English resits alongside their further studies this year because they have already
passed. As a school we continue to do all we came to support students through their final year but we need your
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help as parents to stand with us and have the highest aspirations of learning, behaviour, attendance and
commitment to revision and self-learning. Your child matters today so that they will have choices in the future.
Please encourage your son or daughter to attend extra sessions on offer so that they are accessing every
supportive opportunity.
Students have been extremely positive about the new national
requirements to wear masks around corridors and on public transport. They
returned and showed immediate support for the increased safety
expectations. Thanks for your support with this to keep others safe but
please can you encourage and support your child to carry their own mask
and a backup as it is part of the uniform expectation and not the academy’s
responsibility to provide.
It certainly is a welcome season and we have embraced the Christmas
season with reindeer, Christmas trees and lights twinkling festively.
Warmest wishes,

Catherine Davies
Executive Principal
MA, MBA, BA (Hons), NPQH

Calendar Dates
7th December – Year 9, 10 & 11 Flu vaccine (nasal spray)
9th-10th December – Year 11 Art Mock Exams
9th December – Year 11 Parents’ Evening
13th – 14th and 15th December – Year 11 Photography Mock Exams
16th December – Red Carpet Event – Details to follow
16th December - Christmas Concert
17th December – Last Day of Term - 1pm finish
4th January – First day of new Term

Safeguarding Update
This weeks Online Safety advice is the National Online Safety Guide “What Parents Need to Know About TikTok”.
Tik Tok is a video sharing social media app which lets people create, view and download looping 15 second clips.
Typically, these are videos of users lip-syncing and dancing to popular songs or soundbites, enhanced with filters,
effects and text.
In the link to the guide below, you will find tips on a number of potential risks such as age-inappropriate content,
addiction and in-app spending
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/tiktok-2021

Mental Health
It is the time of year when we all (and yes that
includes myself) starts to think about gifts and what
the perfect present is to give and to receive. One of
the things that I find shocking and sad is the lack of
interest children have now in reading. So if you ask
me what the perfect gift is this year it would be a
good book. There are multiple benefits that can help
to improve your mental health if you read on a
regular basis (and reading messages on a screen does
not count!)
I have a good collection of books from the traditional
read of Roald Dahl, Michael Morpurgo, and Enid
Blyton to a Shakespeare in comic book style. I also
have a good collection of books surrounding mental
health, including fictional books on mental health
issues. These can all be borrowed by students. Just
pop in to see me at Milo’s to take a look.
What is very important to remember at this time of
year is that for some of us it is a stressful and not so
happy time. This can be due to a multitude of
reasons. So in truth for me the true gift of Christmas is simple….. Just be kind to each other, look after each other
and keep each other safe.
A few student’s helped this week to put up Milo’s marvellous Christmas tree. For me this was a strange
experience as I am extremely particular about bauble placement so to watch the students arrange the tree I
almost had to sit on my hands and bite my lips to stop interfering. Even now writing the newsletter update I am
itching to take everything off and arrange the baubles “correctly”, however I will leave this for one of my students
that is due to return on Monday after some time off unwell as I know she will find the tree even more frustrating
than me. What was interesting for me was how the students were guiding me how to relax and even quoted Elsa
to me, this is a quote I use ALL THE TIME!

My thanks to Lily, Bee, Crystal and Harley for their efforts and to
Casey who will no doubt straighten the baubles next week. If there
are any students who wish to donate a decoration, please drop them
into Milo’s.

The school has a dedicated Mental Health website and
Emotional Well-Being page. If you are unsure of where to
look for support this is a good place to
start.www.bexhillacademy.org/about/mental-health-andemotional-well-being
If you have any concerns regarding the mental health or
well-being of your child or would like support yourself,
please contact your Pastoral Team or email me directly
victoria.ransom@bexhillacademy.org
Victoria Ransom
Mental Health First Aid Lead

Careers
An overwhelming response to Year 10 Work Experience with just under 200 applications. There are some
amazing opportunities so huge thanks to the businesses and organisations that have offered to support this
important experience for our students. No further applications can now be received as numbers and places have
been booked with the Work Experience Team at East Sussex. We buy into this service provided by East Sussex
County Council, but do not pass these costs onto parents/carers as we value the experience for students to be in
workplaces and making encounters with employers and employees as invaluable. I will be in touch with students
to confirm if placements have been secured in due course but please bear with me as I have a lot of phone calls
now to make!
Some Year 11’s attended an Apprenticeship Workshop on Wednesday afternoon – feedback was extremely
positive with all students agreeing that they now understand more about apprenticeships, especially how to
search and apply. Thanks to James Brooklyn, ASK Facilitator, SCTP for sharing his extensive knowledge and some
top tips.
Please see this week’s Careers Newsletter:
https://www.bexhillacademy.org/media/documents/Careers%20Newsletter%20Term%202%20%203%20December%202021.pdf which includes a fun, festive word search – how many Christmas Jobs will you
find? Enjoy!
Hot off the press:

We have 3 fantastic virtual multi-employer student careers events I’d like to share with you. These events are an
incredible chance for students to hear from leading industry professionals from a number of global companies
over the course of a few evenings all of which are free to join! We do have limited places so please do send these
on to any interested students in Years 11
Accounting & Professional Services
Date: Tuesday 7th December - 5:00pm - 7:00pm
Employers Involved: PwC, Grant Thornton, Mazars & CIMA
Registration Link: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Accounting-Professional-Services
Careers in Engineering
Date: Wednesday 8th December - 5:00pm - 7:00pm
Employers Involved: Spectris, Equans, Siemens, Vodafone and specialist university NMITE
Registration Link: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/YP-Engineering
Females in Technology
Date: Friday 10th December - 5:00pm - 7:00pm
Employers Involved: Capgemini, Experian, Spectris, World Wide Technology & VMware
Registration Link: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Females-in-Technology
For all the events each company will speak for 25 minutes, giving us an insight into their business and a taster of
what it’s like working for the organisation through different workshops and interactive sessions. There will also be
breakout rooms set up so that students can network and ask further questions to the employers involved at the
respective events.

It’s not very often we’re able to bring such an incredible of line-up of global organisations together so we’re really
excited to be able to share these opportunities with you.
Young Professionals
young-professionals.uk
Tracey J Holden
Careers Adviser
01424 735475
careers@bexhillacademy.org

Maths Update

The Mathematics department have been tireless in their drive to improve mock results for year 11.
Intervention groups have been set up with members of the department running sessions during year 11 tutor
time, after school from 4pm – 5pm and walking, talking mocks from 6pm. Credit has to go to students for
attending these sessions. A special mention to the 74 that have turned up at 6pm on Tuesday and Wednesday this
week. Their Mathematics session went on to 7.30pm, and these sessions will be hosted by more of the team next
week. It would great to see even more students attending, though it will mean giving out more chocolates and
biscuits! The atmosphere in the theatre for these sessions has been fantastic. Well done year 11 and keep
working hard, remember that every mark counts and that for Mathematics you must practise in order to improve!
Further Mathematics Level 2 has been really popular amongst year 10 and year 11 students. We have had
64 students attending their session this week. This will enhance grades 7 to 9 at GCSE, as well as provide a
foundation for anyone wishing to study post 16.
Year 10 students have sat a Foundation paper this week and some groups have an important tiering
paper next week. This was discussed at last week’s parents evening. Good luck year 10, lots of Hegarty revision
from the Google Classroom published revision lists will be of benefit.
G J EDWARDS – DIRECTOR OF MATHEMATICS

Geography Update
Exceptional homework for geography and she has just won a Maths
scholarship – awesome, well done Razeah

Shoebox and Cake Sale
Bexhill Academy Christmas Shoebox Charity Appeal 2021
The students, staff, parents and carers at Bexhill Academy have once again pulled together as a united community
to support the 2021 Christmas Shoebox charity appeal, this year with even more success than ever.
Bexhill Academy created a whopping 233 Christmas
Shoebox gifts!
There has been an overwhelming amount of kindness,
teamwork, and generosity from everyone and thanks to this
there are 233 children who instead of receiving nothing this
Christmas, will now receive a gift from us and be reminded,
that despite all their troubles and hardship, there is
kindness in the world and to not give up hope.
On behalf of the charity and children who receive our gifts,
Bexhill Academy would like to send a huge thank you to
every pupil, parent, carer, staff member, friends and family
who have contributed or supported in any way.
Thank you to everyone in our community for making this possible.

CHARITY CAKE SALE
Friday 10th December

All in aid of Children in Need
Please donate homemade or bought cakes and bring
on Thursday 9th December to G16
12 Days of Christmas at Chartwells

Ms Purdy – Food Technology
Year 7 - Finley C & Alice B - Independent and focused during a practical
assessment
Year 8 - Jake S-R - Hard working and helpful during a practical lesson
Year 9 - Maya F - Focused during a theory assessment

Year 10 - Sascha R-S & Amy G - Outstanding choux pastry
Mrs Davies
Act of kindness – Katie B and Jodie L-W for their honesty and kindness to a member of the public- Golden ticket
for next week

Mrs Watts – Art
This week’s Art & Photography superstar learners are all from 10B. We have been looking at David Hockney
‘joiner’ techniques. Using the iconic building we work in each day as inspiration, the class took a series of
photographs from the car park. I hope you enjoy these creations truly celebrating the iconic building we arrive to
each morning. Well done to all in 10B you are all just BRILLIANT! Below are the creations of Ash H, Georgina B,
Archie J, Sila T and Nancy OD.
Mary Watts
Director of ARTs

Board Of Brilliance, Board Of Brilliance, Board Of Brilliance, Board Of Brilliance.
BOB is still waiting………… for Brilliant Artwork, please bring in your artwork to Mrs Watts so she can photograph or
scan your artwork to pin on BOB, or if you would like we can pin your actual artwork on BOB.
LET’S MAKE THE ART CORRIDOR AS BRILLIANT AS YOU!

Thanks Mrs Watts (aka BOB)

Did you know Art Club is open to all students every day after School? Due to staggered lunch and break times it is
difficult for us to accommodate young artists at these times, so after School the art rooms are open for you.
After Christmas we are hoping to start a Ceramic club and a Painting club. Also we are going to start designing for
the ‘Follow the Duck’ trail that will be hitting the streets of Hastings and Bexhill in the Summer.
Art club is open Monday to Friday 3pm- 4pm for KS3 students. Art Club is open for KS4 students on Monday –
Wednesday 4pm -5pm, and Thursday and Friday 3pm-4pm.
Advance warning Next week w.b 06.12.21 art club is only running Monday and Tuesday – due to Art exams.
Why do students come to Art club? You do not have to be good at Art to come and visit us!
Here are a few reasons – To create artwork for BOB. To make Art. To draw and paint what I want. To create. To
make a mess (although Mrs Watts makes me clean up after). To use media and materials I do not have ay home.
To complete Art homework tasks. To catch up on Art work I have missed. To stay whilst my sister / brother does
another club. I just want to. I like to draw its relaxing. Its free and I can draw and paint..

Below are art creations made by twin sisters Jana and Sophia D, I would like to mention these superstars as they
always brighten up my day – when they arrive in Art club. I hope you enjoy their creations. Drawing for the love of
just drawing!

