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Another Year Over

Astonishingly we find ourselves at the end of another academic 
year. Since our last edition of the Beacon, our Year 11s have left us 

following a gruelling set of exams. I know that they worked extremely 
hard for them, used revision techniques learnt along the way and made 
the best use of time in class, revision sessions after school, independently 
at home and bespoke sessions in the holidays.  The centre pages of this 
edition of the Beacon are dedicated to the Year 11 Prom where students 
celebrated the end of their time at Bexhill Academy. Results are eagerly 
awaited in August and we wish them every success for the future.

Vicky Norris-Wright 
Associate PrincipalThis summer edition of the Beacon has somewhat of 

a futures feel to it. You will find amongst the pages 
stories and articles of students who are taking control 
of their destiny. Look to page 3 to see our students 
discuss their successes gaining Scholarships at Battle 
Abbey School and 
Eastbourne College 
sixth forms. Tracey 
Holden, our new 
Careers Advisor, 
highlights just a few 
of the events that she 
has organised over 
the last few months 
on pages 11, 22 and 
23 from University 
Taster Days, to Work 
Experience to The Big 
Bang Fair, all to inspire 
and support students 
in decision-making for their potential futures. 

This summer has also seen fabulous successes from our 
younger students. Amelia Barrett, a Cricket Scholar, 
was invited to train with the English Women’s Cricket 
Team on the eve of the Ashes Tour. Her article about 
cricket is in the ‘Official Women’s Ashes Programme’, 
which we have reproduced on pages 14/15.  We are 
justly proud of this amazing achievement. Celebrating 
achievement has also been the order of the day for 
Year 8. Year 8 students gathered recently for our 
Annual Graduation Ceremony at the De La Warr. An 

increasing number 
have graduated with 
Honours and some with Distinction. In addition, 
students from all year groups received awards for 
Engagement, Progress and for upholding the motto 

of the school by ‘Being 
Remarkable’ - see page 
4. With Creative Writing 
Workshops, Amazing Book 
Awards, environmental 
competitions and Geography 
fieldtrips it has been a full-on 
Summer. 

And finally, our Houses 
continue to maintain 
their focus on learning, 
achievement and pastoral 
care. The awards and 
celebrations have been 

significant over the term with the House Cup 
Competition coming to its finale with Sports Day on 
the last day of term. Points are still relatively close, 
so having competitors in all of the events will be vital. 
We keep our fingers crossed for the weather and 
hope that a good day is had by all. 

I wish everyone an excellent Summer; rest, relax and 
enjoy!

’’

‘‘ I know that they worked  

extremely hard for them, used revision  

techniques learnt along the way and  

made the best use of time in class,  

revision sessions after school,  

independently at home and bespoke  

sessions in the holidays.

Scholarship Successes

As we complete Term 6, we say goodbye and good luck to our fantastic Year 11s. 
They now go on to their further studies at either another educational facility such 

as Sixth Form College, or apprenticeship training in many areas. We have two students going to 
military college, and two studying diplomas in Music, one with music technology and advanced guitar. 
Many of our students have secured conditional places at our local college providers, studying ‘A’ 
Levels and diplomas and we wish them the very best on their incredible educational journeys.

In addition, we are delighted to mention our students 
who have received scholarships into Eastbourne 
College and Battle Abbey School. In order to achieve 
this incredible opportunity, the students had to endure 
a rigorous application process.

Alistair Kent has given an insight 
into this process for his successful 
application to Eastbourne College:

“In September, I hope to be going to 
Eastbourne College where I aim to study 
Maths, French and Geography ‘A’ Levels. 

In addition to these subjects, there are many optional 
extra-curricular and enrichment programmes available 
which I intend to fully take part in. 

“The College offers scholarships in many different subjects 
and activities; of which I applied for an Academic and Sport 
position. The application process for a scholarship involved 
two assessment days, one for Sport and one Academic. For the 
Academic day I sat tests in Maths and Geography which were 
both extremely challenging. Along with these assessments 
there were numerous interviews on both days. One particular 
interview which stood out for me was an Oxbridge-style 
interview with one of the Deputy Heads at the college where 
I was asked more philosophical-based questions.  

“For the Sports scholarship, I had to complete general 
fitness tests such as sprints and jumping distance. As well 
as that, there was a specific cricket assessment which was 
followed by another interview with the Head of Cricket at 
Eastbourne College.

“Whilst I was unsuccessful in achieving a Sports scholarship, 
the day taught me a lot about the reasons why I play sport, 
as it was possibly the first time I have had to discuss sport 
in such a scenario of a formal interview. Undoubtedly now I 
am even more determined to reach the highest level of sport 
that I can, while continuing to enjoy my sport.

“Going forward, I hope that this opportunity will enable me 
to primarily achieve my best in future ‘A’ Levels, but also 
develop extremely important employability and people skills 
such as confidence, communication and independence.”

Shahriar Alam, also applied and 
was successful for an Eastbourne 
College Scholarship. He said:

“I was lucky enough to be awarded 
a preliminary 100% Scholarship to 
Eastbourne College, based on the 

Professor Soddy Award, where I intend to study Maths, 
Further Maths, Physics and Economics. 

“I achieved the scholarship by first applying to the 
Admissions Department with my personal statement 
around October. Subsequently, I received a date to visit 
the college to take admissions tests - scary as they sound, 
there was no pressure at all, due to the fact that there 
was nothing to lose and whatever the result, I knew that 
I had gained beneficial experiences for both university 
and further education endeavours. The admissions tests 
were based upon your specifically chosen subjects which, 
in my case, were Maths and Physics. Furthermore, I 
also gained beneficial interview experience as I was 
interviewed by the Department Head of Physics as 
well as the Headteacher. In terms of grades expected, 
they expect all grades to be 7 or above, and a personal 
reference was put together by Miss Norris-Wright which 
was then sent to the college.

“Finally.... on a cold, bitter December morning (1 month 
after taking the exams), I received the results... and found 
to my exuberance that I had got in! For that reason, I 
would like to thank all my teachers who helped me.

“From the scholarship, I would like to be able to receive 
many new opportunities that may benefit my university 
applications and future education. But what I must 
reiterate is the fact that I have never been the smartest 
person in a classroom, but I have always aimed to work 
the hardest in the classroom... most of the time at least.”

Georgie O’Hara has been granted 
the 100% Scholarship to Battle 
Abbey, paid for by the Atwood 
Academies Trust in order to fulfil 
her ambition to study ‘A’ Level 
Maths and Further Maths.
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  Bexhill Academy held its annual Speech Day and Graduation 
event on Thursday 4 July 2019.  Parents, students, staff and 

guests gathered at the De La Warr to celebrate the achievements of 

the students and the Academy. 

The evening was a celebration for Progress and Attainment awards in every 
subject for every year group. Special Achievement awards were awarded 
to students ranging from Science awards to Be Remarkable awards. 

The evening’s special guest was Sir Douglas Flint CBE.  Sir Douglas’s speech 
was focussed on resilience, aspiration and achievement. Sara Attwood also 
gave a speech on behalf of the Attwood Academies Trust regarding the 
achievements of students this year. 

The awards were presented by Heidi Brown, Vicky Norris-Wright and Sir 
Douglas Flint. 

Singers and musicians performed several pieces from ‘School of Rock’. 

Heidi Brown closed the evening by congratulating the students and staff 
for all their hard work throughout the year.

S peech Day &  
Graduation Ceremony

We started off the day by meeting outside Battle 
Station for around 8:45m. We then registered 

and sorted out all the tickets making sure everybody 
had one. We got on the train which left Battle at 
9:03am, it took around 1 hour and 33 minutes on a 
direct train, and arrived at Charing Cross at 10:36am. 

After we got off the train, we began our short walk to 
Trafalgar Square, which took around five minutes. We 
went into the National Gallery in small groups of up to 
six and were given an hour to look around the gallery and 
to find out about certain paintings such as ‘The Haywain’ 
by Constable and ‘The Fighting Temeraire’ by Turner. 
After the hour was up, we then met by our chosen meeting 
point which was by the fountains outside the gallery, then 
moving on to the next destination on our itinerary which 
was Chinatown to look for food. 

We walked to Chinatown 
where we took in the 
amazing surroundings as 
we discussed where we 
were going to eat. This led 
to a small group going with 
Mr Gordon to McDonalds 
and a small group staying 
in Chinatown with Mrs 
Norris-Wright to eat 
Chinese food. After we all 
got our food and ate it, we 

met back up in Chinatown. We then headed to Leicester 
Square which was our next destination.

It was a very short walk to Leicester Square from 
Chinatown. We explored Leicester Square and got to see 
the cinemas where all the famous movie premiers take 
place. Our next destination was Covent Garden. Once we 
arrived at Covent Garden, we set rules as to where we 
could and couldn’t go, we also decided on the meeting point 
which was outside the Apple store. We were then given 
30 minutes to walk around Covent Garden and explore. 
Once the 30 minutes were up, we set off to the tube station 
to go to Westminster.  Once at the Covent Garden tube 
station we bought our tickets using the machines, once 
everyone had purchased their ticket, we made sure we 
had everyone before taking the lift down to the tube level. 
We then went on the Piccadilly Line going Westbound, 

where we went through 
Leicester Square and 
Piccadilly Circus and 
then got off at Green 
Park. At Green Park 
we changed to the Jubilee Line going Southbound to 
Westminster. We then made sure we all got safely off the 
train at Westminster.

We then walked out of the tube station and on to 
Westminster Bridge where we took pictures of the London 
Eye and saw Ministers having their afternoon tea in the 
Houses of Parliament. After we spent a few minutes on 
Westminster Bridge we then walked to Parliament Square 
where we spent some time taking pictures of the Houses 
of Parliament. However, when we were taking pictures 
Theresa May was driven out of the Houses of Parliament 
being led and followed by the police for protection. This 
meant we were able to take pictures as she drove by 
which is a once in a lifetime opportunity. Whilst we were 
in Parliament Square, we saw around 100 taxis protesting 
as they are no longer allowed to drive in the bus lanes, 
meaning the traffic will become more hectic; we even 
managed to speak to one of the drivers who talked a bit 
more about the protest. This led to us being able to walk 
up the middle of Whitehall Road as it was shut off! This 
was really cool as normally this road is really busy and full 
of cars. After we spent some time at Parliament Square, 
we began our journey back to Trafalgar Square.

As we walked back to Trafalgar Square, we went via some 
places so that we could see them and take pictures if we 
wanted to. We got as close as we could to 10 Downing 
Street and stopped and took some pictures. We then 
went to the Cenotaph, saw the Horse Guards Parade 
and The Mall. After we finished all our small visits, we 
then carried on the rest of the way to Trafalgar Square. 
Once we made it to Trafalgar Square, we stopped for a 
few minutes to watch a street performer before walking 
back to Charing Cross. We arrived back at Charing Cross 
at 3:30pm where we then sorted our return tickets. Once 
that was done, we then got on the train and headed back 
to Battle. We arrived back in Battle at 5:15pm. 

 Rianna, Year 10

TRAVEL AND TOURISM
LONDON TRIP
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Remember...

EVERYTHING you 
don’t know is something 

you can LEARN!

As we near the verge of another school 
year complete, and for Year 11s it will be 

the last of five years of hard work, resilience 
and enjoyment, we’re going to take a moment 
to reflect on the previous years and the 
memories we will leave the Academy with.

The last five years have offered countless opportunities ranging across many areas for Year 11s. 
Perhaps the most notable was the ‘Be the Change’ programme that Year 11s were lucky enough to 
take part in across six separate days in Year 9. The programme aimed to develop employability and 
people skills which will undoubtedly be vital as students head into their working lives. Recently, in 
Term 5 of this year, some of the ‘Be the Change’ mentors sent postcards to those who took part in 
the programme, wishing students luck for their upcoming exams. This act of kindness meant a lot to 
Year 11s as it showed that the mentors were still thinking of us during the rather stressful exam period. 

Speaking of the exams, the time has flown by! The exam season is underway and Year 11 students are 
working harder than ever. Whilst being challenging, the exams have enabled students to showcase 
their skills and, without a doubt, speaking on behalf of all Year 11s, the school has certainly prepared 
us well for whatever comes up in the exams. The gruelling six week exam period is met with feelings 
of anxiety, excitement, relief and celebration. With each exam completed the students are counting 
down the days until their new chapter begins. With a positive mental attitude, there is a confidence 
that all of the Year 11s will achieve the grades they deserve. 

The Academy has given us, as students, the opportunity to consistently strive to be our best. It is clear 
that every teacher has been passionate in encouraging us to try our hardest in every lesson to ensure 
that the students receive the best grades achievable on results day in August.

On behalf of all Year 11 students, we would like to 
give a huge thanks to all staff, students, parents and 
carers who have made our final year at the Academy 
as memorable as possible. Throughout the stressful 
times there have been so many laughs along the way 
to keep us as motivated as possible. It’s safe to say we 
will remember our final year at Bexhill Academy as a 
good one and it will be deeply missed.

        Nyree Lindley, Isobel Mitchell,  
                Ali Kent & Hartley Moore

Goodbye  
Year 11 

Behind You
 all your memories

Before You
 all your dreams

Around You
 all who love you

Within You
 all you need

On Friday 14th June, Niamh Glynn and I attended  
The Autism Show in London. You can access 

over a hundred hours of specialist talks, clinics 
and workshops at the venue with many exciting 
stalls promoting autism. We met staff at Bexhill 
train station at around 8:15am. We boarded the 
train to London Victoria and went to Clapham 
Junction station. We were able to travel on the 
underground, overground and the 
DLR. The journey was amazing. We 
consumed plenty of sweets and we 
even saw the O2 and the London 
Eye in the distance. We had to board 
three different trains before arriving 
at the ExCeL in London. 

When we entered the ExCeL venue I 
thought it looked like an airport.  The 
stalls were really interesting and we 
bought numerous sensory toys. We 
also listened to a fascinating talk 
concerning social and communication 
difficulties of individuals with autism. 
I liked the slide below illustrating how 
we see the world differently. Do you 
see an apple or two faces? 

We all see things differently. What do you see?

Lunch was in Costa Coffee and it was very tasty. After lunch 
we explored our favourite part of the trip - the interactive 

sensory room. It was really pretty with florescent 
lights and very 
calming. The photos 
show different types of 
sensory screens which 
were mesmerising. On 
our return journey we 
got to stop at Gatwick 
Airport to wait for a 
‘delayed’ train. 

Rhianna Bowley, Year 8
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On Tuesday 14 May, a selected group 
of pupils from across the year 

groups were personally invited to 
take part in a Creative Writing 
Workshop held in our very own 
library by the published author 
Lisa Heathfield.

Before becoming a mum to 
her three sons, Lisa Heathfield 
was a secondary school 
English teacher and loved 
inspiring teenagers to 
read. 

An award-winning author, 
Lisa Heathfield launched her 
writing career with ‘Seed’ in 
2015. Published by Egmont, it 
is a stunning YA debut about 
life in a cult. Her other 
novels are also published 
by Egmont. ‘Paper 
Butterflies’ is her beautiful, 
heart-breaking 
second novel. 
‘Flight of Starling’, her 
third novel, is equally heart-breaking, 
and contains an important message. 

Lisa’s new novel,
‘I am Not a 

Number’, will be 
published by Egmont 

in June 2019.

The Year 7 and 8 students 
took part in a variety of 

tasks relating to creative 
writing in one session, whilst 

Year 9 and Year 10 pupils took 
part in similar activities (creating 

a character from an image). 

All pupils thoroughly enjoyed the 
expertise and passionate, yet calm 

demeanour of Lisa Heathfield. We are 
hoping to invite Lisa back in the future to work 
with a different group of students.

Have you ever heard of  the ‘Amazing Book Awards’? Well in this article 
I will explain everything about it. I hope you enjoy!

On the 21 June 2019, Bexhill Academy students went to the Amazing Book Awards. The Amazing 
Book Awards are something to help celebrate the amazing work of  some select authors. There are 
a different set of  authors every year and all of  them are equally amazing at writing a book. Each 
year, there are five different books you have to read that have been shortlisted from thousands 
of  other books, then you must vote on which one you liked the best. All the tallies are counted up 
and set off  to the ABA Board who then combine them with all the other schools and the author 
gets an award. All the other authors still get praised for their amazing work. If  you are interested 
in books or live to read, this is a great way to share your love of  reading with everybody else who 
is just the same as you.

We first went to a Toby Carvery for something to eat because we were all really hungry and we 
really needed it. It was really tasty. Then we headed to the school where it was hosted and it was 
a very big school. We all gathered in what look liked the Sports Hall. It was huge. All the authors 
were sitting on a big stage. It was so incredible to see actual authors in person. 

There was a lot of  talking and they finally announced who the winner was - it was M A Bennet with 
her book S.T.A.G.S. This was definitely my favourite book and I am glad that she won.

As soon as that had finished, we went into a different room and you could buy so many things to 
do with the Amazing Book Awards. You could even get your books signed by the authors if  you 
wanted to and I decided to get S.T.A.G.S. because it was my favourite out of  all of  them. Overall it 
was a really fun experience and I had a very good time.

Lydia Williams, Year 7

H

The   mazing  
      ook   wards
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A Visit of
Magic

Interviewer: Hello!

Student: Hi!

Interviewer: How was the journey there?

Student: We travelled by coach for about two hours 
(not the Hogwarts Express unfortunately).  We just 
talked about Harry Potter for most of the way. 

Interviewer: What 
was the feeling 
when you first saw 
the entrance?

Student: No words! 
Just pure excitement 
and anticipation.

Interviewer: What 
was the best thing 
you saw?

Student: There 
were so many 
awesome things! 

Seeing Harry’s iconic glasses in the 
cupboard under the stairs was pretty 
amazing. I also loved seeing Diagon Alley 
with all the colourful shops (Weasley’s 
Wizard Wheezes especially) and 
Gringott’s Bank with the exhibition of a 
dragon. The Forbidden Forest was also a 
highlight. However, the most breathtaking 
sight was the huge model of Hogwarts – 
there were no words.

Interviewer: What was your favourite activity?

Student: I think that posing on a broom wearing 
Hogwarts robes was really fun. The teachers joined in 
too (obviously) and the resulting pictures were pretty 
funny! Trying Butterbeer was another fun thing to 
do – it tasted surprisingly sweet, kind of like caramel.

Interviewer: What was one interesting fact you 
learned about the making of the Harry Potter films, 
based on the actual Wizarding World, of course?

Student: The centre piece for the Yule Ball was 
based on the Brighton Pavilion.

Interviewer: Very interesting talking to you. So long 
and thanks for all the fish! Any last remarks?

Student: All the secrets of the world are contained in 
books. Read at your own risk. 

To conclude, all people that went on the trip to 
Harry Potter Studios recommend the trip to anyone 
contemplating to apparate there instantly. Any 
queries, please contact the Ministry of Magic via owl 
post.

PS: NOT reported 
by Rita Skeeter

A Bexhill Academy a group of students, who had read a lot of books 
and logged on over 1 million words on Accelerated Reader, and 

several teachers went on an exciting trip to the Harry Potter Studios 
in London. We interviewed one of the participants (using our best radio 
voice, of course) and asked them about their experience on the trip:

UNIVERSITY 
TASTER DAY
Bexhill Academy has links with the Compact Plus Programme and, on a hot day in June, another group 

of 57 Year 9 pupils set off for Brighton University at Eastbourne campus for a Taster Day at university. 
The day was to promote university education and courses that are on offer at Brighton University.  

Compact Plus aims to provide young people and their 
families with information about courses and careers so 
that students know what they need to be doing at college 
and beyond to achieve their ambitions and reach their 
full potential.

When the group of Year 9 students arrived, they went 
to a lecture theatre.  Many students were impressed 
by its size and seating arrangements.  Some made the 
comment ‘we only get to see these lecture theatres on 
telly’.  The students were spoken to about university life 
and given information about the different campuses and 
courses that were available. Three students who were 
studying at Brighton spoke about their Degree courses, 
the work it entailed and their life as a university student.  
Bexhill Academy students then got to ask them questions 
about university.

The day’s programme consisted of students researching 
Degree courses that they were interested in which 
ranged from Geography, Midwifery and Physical 
Education Journalism.

Students then had a tour of the university which was 
spread over different areas. A lot of walking was involved 
and it was hard work due to the very hot weather.  
Students were very good and there were only a few huffs 
and puffs about walking in the heat.  The students saw 
the library, halls of residence and computer room where 
the journalists’ courses were held.  We also went to a 
kitchen and restaurant where students who complete 
the Events and Tourism course attend. It was interesting 
to learn how the lighting in fast food restaurants and 
restaurants create an ambiance and affect the mood of 
the clientele.

Lastly, the students went to the sports hall and played 
team games where students had to work as a team and 
communicate with each other to win the task. Students 
enjoyed the games and really got involved.

Students’ Impressions of the Day

RYAN HEDGES
“The day was good fun and a good experience. We 
found out about the different courses we could take 
at university and the different jobs that would lead on 
from taking a Degree. We found out the facilities that 
Brighton University had and they were much more 
advanced than other universities. We learned about 

university life from students who were studying there 
and their experiences. 

“On a tour of the campus we saw where students 
stayed and a kitchen where food was produced for 
students to sell for business and the effect that the 
mood lighting had on the customers. The trip gave 
me more of an insight of what I could do at university.” 

CHARLIE SOUTHGATE
“It was a good day and gave me an insight into what 
university life was like and the type of lectures that you 
would experience. We got shown around the housing 
block where we would be accommodated if we did 
choose to go to that university. We did a prospectus 
activity which opened up a lot of ideas for us if we 
chose to go to university.

“I have always wanted to go to university and this trip 
has made me 100% sure and has given me a true 
aspiration to do well in school to achieve the grades I 
need to attend uni.”

CHLOE BEECHING
“The day definitely helped me by giving overview 
of what university life is like. I enjoyed the activities 
because they were hands-on and we got to get 
involved instead of just sitting at a desk.

“The day opened up my mind to different courses 
and I am more aware of what is on offer. The day 
has motivated me more and to work harder to enable 
me to go to university. I was not 100% certain what I 
wanted to do at university, but now I have more of an 
idea of what is on offer and the information about the 
courses available.”
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Under 15 Girls vs Gildregde House – Double header – 1 May
The girls’ Cricket season was kicked off in spectacular fashion at Bexhill Academy with a double fixture 
against Gildredge House. The first game was a close encounter with Bexhill batting first and scoring 62 
runs. Scarlett Copley scoring 11 not out, and Daisy Carr scoring 10. Gildredge chased the run total down 
with 6 balls to spare.  Fitness showed in the second game with a total run score of 24. This was chased 
down in 6 overs by a strong Gildredge House team.

ACADEMY CRICKET

Under 13 Boys’ Cricket vs Heathfield – 2 May
The first hard ball game of the season saw Year 7 
Cricket Scholars William Good, Ben Mitchell and Amelia 
Barrett making their debuts. Bexhill opened the batting 
and scored an impressive 98 of 16 overs. Haiden Harris 
scored an impressive 21 and Harvey Jack 13 against a 
pacey bowling attack. Heathfield made a slow start 
and 2 wickets from Jonnie Prince gave Bexhill hope, 
however, Heathfield’s mid-order batsmen batted well 
and saw out the game with 2 overs to spare.

Girls’ Under 15s vs Moira House –  
Bexhill won – 8 May
The Girls’ Under 15 team beat Moira House with 
a solid performance to get back to winning ways. 
The fixture was a double header with the girls 
winning both, Rebecca Thompson taking a couple 
of sensational catches in the process.

Girls’ Under 13 vs Gildredge House –  
9 May 
Bexhill Under 13 girls lost in a competitive match 
with Gildredge House. Some positives from the 
game with all girls bowling fantastically well and 
also each making a scoring contribution when 
batting. Well done.

Under 14s County Cup vs Bedes –  
9 May 
Bexhill managed to see out the 20 overs against a 
very experienced Bedes team. Bexhill posted 68 
for 3 wickets, but Bedes batting was too strong 
and chased this down in 12 overs. Rowan Crouch 
batting well for Bexhill making 32 not out.

Under 15 T20 vs Bedes – 13 May 
Bexhill lost the toss and was put into bat playing 
Bedes on the pavilion wicket at Upper Dicker. 
Bexhill batted out the 20 overs scoring 89 for 5. 
Bexhill performed well in the field taking 3 wickets. 
Bedes chased down the total with 8 overs to spare. 
A tough game against very good opposition and 
lots of positives to be taken from the game.

Under 15 State Cup vs Gildredge House 
– 15 May 
A game the IPL would have been proud to show 
saw Bexhill unable to chase down an impressive 
202 scored by Gildredge House. Bexhill opted 
to bat second and, in blazing sunshine, nearly 
managed to do this, just falling short. Ben Atkin 
scoring an impressive 78 was not enough and 
Bexhill fell short of the total by 31 runs. 

Under 14 T20 vs Ratton
The Under 14 boys progressed to the Quarter 
Finals with a good win against Ratton. Taylor 
Wickenden falling just short of making 50, with 
an impressive 49. Jonnie Prince playing up a year 
managed to take 3 wickets, rounding off a very 
good team performance.
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Then 2017 introduced cricket. I was okay. 
I had done rounders so I could underarm 
throw decently and hit a ball (however badly). 
Learning to bowl was tough. My arm was 
bent, the ball was going everywhere. I was 
so embarrassed! It was impossible! There was 
something about it though. Something my 
mum can’t understand, still. Cricket has been 
the thing I think about every day for the past 
couple of years.

April has been a tough month. My 
MCC training in Eastbourne and 
the indoor training at Hastings 
Priory Cricket Club finished. The 
season started properly in May 

and I hope there will be 
a decent chance for girls 
this year.

I will be 13 this year. I will 
keep trying new things. 
I will be rubbish at some, 

better at others. My 
love for Cricket will 
hopefully stay. Right 
now, I am a happy 

ballet dancing cricketer. What 
about you? 

Written by Amelia Barrett 
Cricket Scholarship Student 

Please use #GirlsRock in  
online sharing

We try things; like or not like them, then try something else.  It’s okay to change 
our minds, direction and the things we love.  Things change, we change. We are all 

different. That’s what makes us so utterly brilliant. #GirlsRock. I am 12 and have tried 
quite a few things.  Ballet, modern, tap, motorbikes, netball, hockey, being a big sister... 

Aged 2, I started ballet. Mum says I was begging 
to go but didn’t move in class until my dad 
joined in. It must have been hilarious watching 
a 30-something year old man skip in a circle 
pretending to wear a skirt. My dad knew how 
much I wanted to join in, but how scared I was; 
he helped.

Then we found Laton Ash Dance Centre. I was only 
4 when I met Miss Pauline. She was a bit scary at 
first but helped me gain confidence, 
then try out tap and modern. I 
loved modern because it’s so free. I 
didn’t like tap. Eventually I stopped 
both but kept going with ballet. I 
now dance en pointe. It’s a huge 
challenge and I love it. 
Ballet provides me with 
strong body control, 
weirdly it’s perfect for 
Cricket training. 

Three years ago, my pure 
dance focus changed. 
School taught me Hockey. 
I was cold, out in the rain 
and my body hurt all over. 
For the first time I was part of a 
team. We practiced, won and 
lost together. The girls helped 
me gain confidence in netball 
and rounders, too. It started my 
path of becoming a sport-aholic.

‘‘
’’

It’s ok to change our  
minds, direction and the  

things we love. Things  
change, we change. 
We are all different.

Us girls can do all sorts...

WE ROCK!
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a model of 
inspiration
Hi, I am Ethan and I enjoy scale 

modelling. It’s a hobby that 
gained huge popularity in the late 
’70s, though interest seemed to wane 
in the late ’80s/early/’90s, but has 
recently had a surge in popularity 
in the last 20 years or so.

My dad inspired me to be a modeller 
and aviation enthusiast as he  
is a professional model maker and 
started as a hobbyist as a kid. I have 
won multiple awards in competitions 
at model shows. In total, five Gold 
awards and two Best in Show awards, 
all for juniors (Under 16s). 

There is a wide variety of model 
kits available such as Cars, Boats/
Ships, Aviation, Armour and Sci-Fi. I 
usually make aircraft but can make 
anything... if it’s a kit, I can make 
it! I attend a local model club over 

in Hailsham and try to do at least 
four hours of modelling a week. 
There is a very big research aspect 
to it as well, mainly for reference 
pictures and history of the vehicle. 

Ethan Williams, H5

My most award-winning Tamiya Brewster  
F2A Buffalo surrounded by its awards,  

two Best in Shows and two Golds!  
Entered at model show competitions at  
Southern Expo and Tangmere Museum.

My Airfix Fokker E.III Eindecker  
WW1 Fighter Aircraft.
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YEAR 7 SCIENCE TRIP 
THE BIG BANG SCIENCE FAIRUKFTU

Do you know what STEM is? Do you want 
to find out? We all did and if you read 

this article you will discover all about it. 

The Year 7 Science trip was amazing and 
enlightening. There were many different things 
to do and I loved it. The whole reason for this 
trip was to learn more about the STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 
project. This fair was created to enthuse students 
about the different aspects of STEM.

On 26 June 2019, everyone who was going on the 
trip came in and were so excited about it. This trip 
took place at the South of England Showground 
in Ardingly and it didn’t take very long to get 
there. When we arrived, there were hundreds of 
people ready and waiting to go in.

The fair was set up in many different places 
around the showground and each was filled with 
a variety of stands with many activities. We could 
go wherever we wanted and were free to look at 
as many things as we liked. 

The first thing that we decided to do was make 
a model of a compound. We had a race to see 

who could make the compound anti-freeze the 
quickest. It was very good fun. The lady working 
at the stand told us how anti-freeze works. I 
found it very interesting. 

Then something else caught my eye; it 
was an interactive DNA representation. 
There was a very long queue to it, 
so I knew it was very popular and 
entertaining. We all had a go and I really 
enjoyed it. There was a large model of a 
DNA strand showing us how DNA is made 
up and we got to move it around to show 
how it can move and how the molecules 
work together. This model really gave us 
a better understanding of DNA.

After that we decided to see some animals. There 
was a small display to share information about a 
giant stick insect. He was HUGE! It kept moving 
around very obviously – I don’t know how he 
manages to camouflage when he was so big.

Shortly after, we went in to one of the larger tents 
and we found an underwater simulator. It was so 
realistic I could barely tell the difference between 
real and fake. There was a place that you had to 
stand and the person supervising this stand gave 
you simulation goggles and an electric net so you 
could catch all the fish. That was the whole point 
of this simulator after all!

To conclude, we all really enjoyed this trip and I 
would recommend it to anyone, not just people 
that are interested in Science. You get to do 
and learn so many things and you will never find 
yourself without anything to do.

Lydia Williams, Year 7

Year 7 Camp
As Mrs Holter had put in an early 

request for good weather, the sun 
shone on Year 7 camp at the beginning of 
July. On Wednesday morning, the wheels 
on the bus went round and round all the 
way to East Grinstead (according to the 
loud singing on the coach), and students 
were very quickly into activities.

After the initial shocking revelations 
that there were spiders in the field, 

that the reservoir had mud in the 
bottom and that trainers could get 
dirty, they were soon in climbing 
harnesses and climbing telegraph poles, 
scrambling and performing tricks on 
the abseiling tower. Kayaking proved 
the most popular activity and some 
very startled ducks were impressed 
at our skills, particularly those of Mrs 
Norris-Wright who proved she could 
hold her own in a splashing competition!

Having draped our tents 
lovingly with wet kayaking 
gear, evening activities 
were followed by a 
welcome hot chocolate 
before everyone was 
tucked up in their tents 
for the night.

Day two began with 
a delicious cooked 
breakfast before we 
headed out for another 
busy day of activities 
including orienteering, 
problem solving and 
walking a rope ladder 
between trees! It was 
amazing to see our 
students facing their 
fears and challenging 
themselves at all levels. 
After clearing the last 
stray sock from the field, 
we delivered two coach 
loads of tired, grubby 
and very happy campers 
back to school on Friday 
afternoon.

Mrs Lindsay



CLASS   of  2019Prom
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“X has built up a good rapport with the children; reading with them, supporting them with their writing and 
progressing their learning through play; I thought it was going to be hard work, but X has been so helpful, polite and 

made some intelligent suggestions to problems we have come 
across. He has worked incredibly hard and all of the team have 
enjoyed having him here and he has really flourished with the 
responsibility we have given him. X has been amazing over the 
last few days and I would certainly give him a reference for a 
job or college, we will do this next year if a student wishes to 

join us; please can X stay with us, we don’t want him to 
leave; X feels at home with us and we have offered him the 
opportunity to come back during the summer should he 
wish to volunteer some of his time.”

I would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself as the new Careers Advisor at Bexhill 
Academy. This is an exciting move from my previous role as Communications Officer with lots 

to learn and new challenges ahead. I will begin studying for a careers qualification early next year 
which will allow me to give information, advice and guidance to our students on completion.

In the meantime, I have been involved in various visits both as a networking opportunity and with our students, 
including East Sussex College - Hastings, The University of Brighton – City of Brighton, Eastbourne and Portsmouth 
(16 July), The Big Bang Fair at Ardingly, Medical Mavericks, Bexhill Jobs & Apprenticeship Fair, Hastings Direct and, 
just last week, all the local employers who were kind enough to support our Year 10 students during their Work 
Experience. There are too many to mention, but a big thank you goes to all the companies and employers who made 
the experience in the world of work such a success for our Year 10s – there has been some wonderful feedback:

CAREERS Advice at

‘‘
’’

He has been amazing  
over the last few days and  
I would certainly give him  

a reference for a job.

We welcomed Eastbourne College and Astec Computers to the Academy on 9 July 2019 to speak with our Year 10 
students to raise aspirations for their further education and to learn about IT apprenticeships respectively.

During ‘Drop Down Day’ on 10 July, we welcomed some Student Ambassadors from Brighton University, Compact 
Plus, who ran the University Game with our Year 7 students. On the 17 and 18 July we have Future First joining us to 
give workshops on Employability Skills for some of our Year 10s, and Skills and Strengths for our Year 8s.

If you would like information about the Compact Plus team or Future First then please ask, or if you would like to 
join our alumni, please visit https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/register/bexhillacademy/type.

Our Year 10s have also been on their College Taster Days recently. In the new academic year, Year 11 students are 
welcome to attend the Hastings Apprenticeship and Job Fair on Friday 27 September 2019 – this is an Inset Day so 
those that are interested just need to let me know so I can meet them at East Sussex College, Hastings (10am).

I have lots of resources, information packs, and leaflets so if your son or daughter has a career they are interested 
in, please ask them to see me. I can signpost them in 
the right direction or provide them with information 
to bring home.

Our website is always being improved and updated, 
so please feel free to find helpful information on our 
careers page - http://www.bexhillacademy.org/about/
careers-information-for-parents2fcarers.

If you feel you can ‘Give An Hour’ and make a difference to the future career choices that a young person makes, 
please feel free to register on https://www.giveanhour.co.uk/.

 

You may have heard about Labour Market Information (or LMI) – this can be a confusing concept to begin with but, 
in truth, it’s much simpler than you might think.

LMI can help visualise what the job market is like in a particular area of the country, or in a particular industry. It 
can outline how many people in a given area work within a particular industry (such as manufacturing or health 
and social care) and which industries are set to grow in the next few years. This can be very useful when looking 
at changing careers or planning future career ideas as it helps identify the likelihood of finding local opportunities 
in the future.

It can also show the average wages for a location or industry, and average working hours to help you make well 
informed future decisions.

The expert advisers at the National Careers Service can help you understand the LMI in your area for free – call 
anytime between 8am and 10pm everyday including weekends on 0800 100 900 for free, impartial advice.

If you would like any more information about careers, please feel free to contact me.

Miss Tracey J Holden, Careers Advisor
careers@bexhillacademy.org
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As Oxford 8, we like to partake in the challenges in which we work as a 

team. For this competition it started out with Annette’s emailing 

Ms Bigby about a ‘Beat Pollution’ competition. We collected empty 

recyclable bottles and straws from around the school and finished it 

off with polypockets. We then decorated it with various endangered 

sea creatures. We were then told of the end of year Climate Change 

competition and Oxford’s entries were ‘Plastic Under the Sea’.

All together making this drum took us about 2 weeks in form time 

and every Oxford 8 student took part. We made masks and coloured 

an abundance of ‘at risk’ sea animals to go with our creation.

Together we are O8, together we are a team.

Faye Laver-Thompson, Oxford 8

Environment Toolkit
Waste & Beat Pollution : 5 June 2019 : World Environment Day

Action taken:

Chartwells held a competition for the whole school to design a poster about Beating 
Pollution. We had a fabulous response. I also started a ‘Bin it to win it’ where students 

are asked to write their name on their packaging before 
putting them in the recycling bin. I then picked out a winner 
each day. I even saw students picking up other people’s 
rubbish to put their name on and enter the competition.

The students who won were given a water bottle. I 
presented and had a photo opportunity with Oliver in 
Year 7.

Single-Use Plastics:

 3 Provide reusable items (eg, china cups, plates, metal cutlery) and  encourage 
customers to use them instead of disposable packaging.

 3 Swapping plastic spoons and forks for wooden ones.

Annette Fearn, Chartwells Catering

Beat Pollution
The competition we were originally entering was 

Annette’s competition called ‘Beat Pollution’ 
which gave us the idea to build a drum. We collected 

empty plastic bottles and straws, and used poly 

pockets as a drum skin. Once the main structure 

was finished, we put on some whales, dolphins and 

turtles. It was at this point when we found out 

Oxford’s end of year competition was ‘Plastic in 
the Ocean’. This took two weeks of form time to 

complete and our form worked great as a team.  

Poppy Anseroz, Oxford 8
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Academy Art

The annual GCSE Art Exhibition 
showcased our students’ 

artwork. It was the first opportunity 
for friends and family to see what 
their child had created during 
the 10-hour exam. Our students 
have been more adventurous this 
year, many choosing to work in 3 
dimensions.

The work exhibited showcased 
a variety of formats. Our 
students produced 2D work, 
3D sculptures, paintings, 
mixed media, wire sculptures, 
photography and much more. 

If you missed the show, don’t 
worry as photographs of the 
artwork have been taken and 
will be available to see on the 
school website.

Students with 100% attendance 
for the whole academic year 

were invited to a Tea Party at 
the school. At Bexhill Academy 
we recognise what a great 
achievement it is to have 100% 
attendance!

It was a really lovely affair and 
the students had a great time. 
There was a raffle which was 
extremely competitive and a lot 
of fun!  Next year we are thinking 
about introducing party games 
as requested by one student. All 
in all it was a lovely afternoon 
and wonderful achievement for 
the students.

     attendance

achievement

reward tea party
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Geography Fieldtrip
On the 11th, 14th, 24th and 25th June the Geography Year 

10 GCSE fieldtrip went out to Eastbourne to investigate 
the effectiveness of beach protection methods and housing 
inequalities. We left the school at 8.30am and returned by the 
end of the day. 

Students had a good time looking at the 
geography of the area, and investigating 
how effective the groynes are. They 
saw how the beach protection methods 
needed management and the resulting 
shape of the beach.  They used different 
geographical equipment to investigate 
the issue such as ranging poles and clinometers to measure the beach 
gradient. We also walked through different areas of Eastbourne to 
look at the housing quality and see how it changed as you move from 
the town centre to Sovereign Harbour. We even found some gated 
communities! Students said, “We all had fun and worked together, 
everyone of all abilities got to have a go,” “It was good to see geography 
outside of the classroom and what we have learnt about in real life.” 
Students found it interesting, engaging and fun.

Mrs Megit, Head of Geography

KNITTING CLUB

A massive thank you to everyone 
who has donated wool and 

knitting needles to this!  We now have 
enough, so no more is needed at the 
moment.  These are just some of the 
results so far!

Students have said:

“We have met new people,  
  learnt new skills.”

“It’s a good laugh, but can be  
  frustrating sometimes!”

“It’s relaxing and good to help  
  other people.”

SAFEGUARDING 
Whilst we hope that everyone enjoys a great summer holiday this year, we do 

acknowledge it is a considerable time away from the Academy and the support 
mechanisms we have in place here. Below are various links signposting where you 
can go to get support this summer if needed.

I-Rock - Hastings and Eastbourne sites: Available key workers and CAMHS 
practitioners - to support with emotional health and well-being. Appointments 
can be made online and they also operate a drop-in service. Information on the 
Hastings provision can be accessed here: 
https://www.sussexpartnership.nhs.uk/irock 

I-Rock is also now open at DC1, 67-69 Seaside Road, Eastbourne 
BN21 3PL (opposite Charlie Brown’s Diner) on a Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday from 11.00am - 6.00pm. I-Rock is also contactable via email on:  
irockeastbourne@gmail.com and appointments can be booked online via their 
Facebook page - Eastbourne i-Rock. People can also just pop in whenever it 
suits them.

Reboot is a self-referral programme for young people 
aged 11 and 17 who may have found themselves veering 
off the right path. Reboot offers a youth coach to support 
a young person to become happier, healthier, safer and 
enjoy life more. Further information can be found at: 
https://www.ymcadlg.org/reboot-has-launched/.

Festival Safe: Although Glastonbury, perhaps the biggest music festival, has passed there will be 
many more festivals over the next couple of months including Boomtown, Camp Bestival, NASS 
and Reading and Leeds. Many teenagers will be attending their first big festival this summer and, 
whilst personal safety might not be immediately on their mind, the Festival Safe website offers lots 
of very good information for first timers and hardened veterans. This excellent resource includes 

information about how to enjoy festivals, but also raises 
awareness of the risks about alcohol and drugs, crime, 
what to do in an emergency and how to stay safe. The 
website can be found here: https://www.festivalsafe.com/.

Safeguarding questions for parents and carers as we go into the summer
For many parents/carers the summer can be a time when they book their children into summer 
camps, activity days and childcare settings. Last year the Government consulted on a voluntary 
safeguarding code for out-of-school settings. Although the outcome of the consultation has not 
been published, a draft was made available. In addition to the code for providers, the DfE published 
draft guidance for parents/carers, in the form of ‘Safeguarding questions for parents and carers 
(DfE, 2018).’ Some of the questions you as parents/carers could ask include:
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 z Have staff and volunteers undertaken DBS checks? How recent were the checks?

 z Will any adults besides the instructor be present at the venue while my child is there? If so, 
will they be there on a regular basis?

 z What training have staff had?

 z May I have a copy of your Child Protection Policy?

 z Who is your Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and what training have they had? How 
recent was this training?

 z My child has Special Educational Needs and/or a Disability (SEND). What steps will you take 
to accommodate this?

 z How are you securely storing the information you hold on my child? Who has access to it and 
are you giving it to anyone else?

 z Is my child allowed to access the internet unsupervised?

 z Do you have filtering and monitoring systems in place? What are they?

In addition to the questions to ask, the draft guidance for parents sets out some ‘red flags’ that 
might prompt parents/carers to send their children to a ‘different setting’. The red flags are:

 z Staff are not DBS checked

 z No Child Protection Policy

 z Signs of abuse on other children who attend the setting, for example, unexplained bruises

 z Provider unable to name a Designated Safeguarding Lead

 z The Designated Safeguarding Lead has not had relevant training

 z If the provider allows children access to the internet, no filtering or monitoring systems in 
place

 z Dangerous physical environment e.g. loose wires, damp, no fire escape, no first aid kit

 z No designated First Aider

 z No parental consent form or requirement for emergency contact details

 z Other adults coming into the out-of-school setting who are not staff members/a lack of 
clarity on the roles of different adults in the setting

 z No Health and Safety Policy

 z No Fire Escape Plan

You can download the full document here: https://consult.education.gov.uk/regulatory-frame-
work-unit/out-of-school-settings-voluntary-safeguarding-code/supporting_documents/
Safeguarding%20questions%20for%20parents%20and%20carersDraft%20guidance.pdf.

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE 
DURING THE HOLIDAYS

IN THE HOME

ONLINE:

Make sure you have installed parental 
controls on all your internet devices. Talk to 
a child about what is ok to share on social 
media and what is not ok to share. Check 
their internet use regularly, including 
looking at any new apps they install. 

OFFLINE:

If you are intending to leave children alone 
at home, discuss a plan with them 
beforehand. This could involve discussing 
issues like whether it’s acceptable to invite 
other people into the house, use electrical 
equipment or cook on their own. Put clear 
rules and boundaries in place.

Make sure they have contact numbers for 
adults who can help if they need support. 
Check in with them regularly to reassure 
them and to make sure they are safe.

WWW.CATCH-22.ORG.UK/OFFERS/MISSING-AND-CSE

ANY EXTENDED PERIOD OF UNSTRUCTURED TIME CAN CAUSE FRICTION BETWEEN CHILDREN AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE AND THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM. THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS TO LISTEN TO 
WHAT IS GOING ON AND HOW THEY ARE FEELING.

IF YOU ARE EXPECTING CHILDREN TO DO SOME THINGS ON THEIR OWN, IT’S IMPORTANT TO MAKE 
SURE THEY FEEL READY AND ARE PROPERLY PREPARED. ON THE OTHER HAND, DON’T FEEL PUSHED 
INTO GIVING YOUR CHILDREN TOO MUCH FREEDOM TOO EARLY. HERE ARE A FEW BASIC TIPS TO 
WORK WITH CHILDREN TO AGREE STRATEGIES AND KEEP THEM AS SAFE AS POSSIBLE. 

ANY EXTENDED PERIOD OF UNSTRUCTURED TIME CAN CAUSE FRICTION BETWEEN CHILDREN AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE AND THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM. THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS TO LISTEN TO 
WHAT IS GOING ON AND HOW THEY ARE FEELING.

IF YOU ARE EXPECTING CHILDREN TO DO SOME THINGS ON THEIR OWN, IT’S IMPORTANT TO MAKE 
SURE THEY FEEL READY AND ARE PROPERLY PREPARED. ON THE OTHER HAND, DON’T FEEL PUSHED 
INTO GIVING YOUR CHILDREN TOO MUCH FREEDOM TOO EARLY. HERE ARE A FEW BASIC TIPS TO 
WORK WITH CHILDREN TO AGREE STRATEGIES AND KEEP THEM AS SAFE AS POSSIBLE. 

Build their confidence gradually: Allow them a 
short time at first and build it up bit by bit.  
Familiarise children with the area and safe places to 
cross roads before allowing them to go out alone. Let 
them know what they can and can’t do and where 
they can and can’t go before allowing them to go out.

Negotiate a fixed time for the child’s return. Make 
sure they have the time with them on a watch or 
mobile phone.

Stay in the know: Ask your child to tell you where 
they are going before they go. If there is a change of 
plan, make sure they let you know- explain why this 
is important. If a child is going out with friends, make 
sure you know who they are with. 

Keep contact details to hand: It is good to have the 
phone numbers and addresses of friends’ parents so 
you can liaise with them about the arrangements 
and check where a child is if you lose track of them.

Ensure that children know their own home address 
and have memorised one or two key phone numbers. 
It may also be helpful to have these recorded 
somewhere such as in a purse or wallet.

Rehearse and plan for difficult situations: Run 
through scenarios with a child in advance and 
discuss with them what they should do in different 
circumstances e.g. if they lose their phone.

Give children a small amount of extra money in case 
they need bus fare unexpectedly. Make it clear that it 
must be saved for emergencies only.

Make the most of mobiles: Mobile phones can give 
a false sense of security. They’re really helpful 
provided you have taken a few basic precautions:

•   Make sure the phone is fully charged before the 
child goes out.
•   Make sure you have stored several phone 
numbers of family and other adults who can help in 
an emergency.
•   Make sure there is enough credit on the phone 
and the child knows where to access free wifi if they 
have a smartphone with a limited contract.

Keep your cool: If plans do go wrong, try to wait until 
you have calmed down before explaining to your 
child the dangers they could have faced. Make sure 
they understand why you are unhappy or worried. 

OUT AND ABOUT
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have a smartphone with a limited contract.

Keep your cool: If plans do go wrong, try to wait until 
you have calmed down before explaining to your 
child the dangers they could have faced. Make sure 
they understand why you are unhappy or worried. 

OUT AND ABOUT

WWW.CATCH-22.ORG.UK/OFFERS/MISSING-AND-CSE

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE 
DURING THE HOLIDAYS

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE 
DURING THE HOLIDAYS
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Students support
Bexhill Academy Student Council chose this year to 

raise money for the charity MIND, and on 10 July 
handed over a cheque for £757.87 to Amy Ward, 
the manager of the local branch, and her Assistant 
Manager Dawn Clark in an assembly in which students' 
team efforts and reflection of the Academy's 'Be 
Remarkable' ethos were praised.

Students were especially moved by the support given by the charity to young people, and 
raised money through sponsored activities at the Academy - a bake sale and a mufti day.

Helping support 

Summer recently received a 
‘Be Remarkable’ badge for 
having rescued some chicks 
and contacting the Bexhill 
and Hastings Wildlife Trust.

We are pleased 
to say that 
we have been 
able to donate 
£30.00 to the 
charity on behalf 
of Summer.

The student ambassadors for the 
AEN department raised £109.00 in 
a cake sale for Dragonfly.

Dragonfly’s 

Cake Sale

Dragonfly helps young people deal with the trauma 
of bereavement and has helped many of our students 
work through the difficulties they have faced. We 
are so pleased to have been able to help such a 
worthwhile charity.

Cara Watkins

Natasha & Summer  
with a cheque in the sum of  

£210 for Barby Keel’s  
Animal Sanctuary

In a recent Charity fundraiser students from Bexhill 
Academy’s five Houses sold cakes for the Macmillan 

charity from stalls which weighed heavy under the incredible 
contributions made by students. Cakes and stands were judged 
by visitors to the Academy who praised students for their 

fantastic efforts which resulted in a total of £254.19 being raised in just one break. Congratulations 
being due to Cambridge House for winning the prize for the Best Stall and Best Cake.

Secondhand  
Uniform Sale

Bexhill Academy PTA is holding a  
Second Hand Uniform Sale on Friday 23 August from 10.30am.   

Please note this is cash only.

Thank you to everyone who has donated unwanted uniform to make this possible.

Uniform and Equipment Reminder
All students are expected to arrive to school with the correct equipment and uniform.

This will be checked daily during tutor time.

Uniform

 z Navy blue blazer with burgundy trim 
and Academy badge

 z V-neck navy blue jumper with 
burgundy trim (this is optional)

 z Light blue shirt (Years 7 and 8)

 z White shirt (Years 9, 10 and 11)

 z Navy blue tie with house colour stripe

 z Navy blue trousers (leggings, jeans etc 
are not permitted) or navy skirt (with 
Academy badge)

 z Black polished shoes

 z No jewellery except a small pair of 
studs 

 z No false nails

Equipment

 z Pen (black or blue)

 z Pencil

 z Ruler (15cm or 30cm)

 z Reading book (Year 7 and 8)

 z Knowledge Organiser (Years 7 and 8)

 z Rucksack with Academy badge  
(Years 7 and 8)

 z School bag which can fit an A4 folder 
without the need to fold or bend  
(Years 9, 10 and 11)
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INTERESTED IN MAKING A DIFFERENCE TO THE LIVES OF 
YOUNG PEOPLE AT BEXHILL ACADEMY?

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY BOARD

THE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE 
ATTWOOD ACADEMIES COMMUNITY BOARD

The Bexhill Academy Community Board 

 To act at all times within the guidelines set down by the Trust Board.

 To recommend a member (two in all) of the Community Board to attend the Attwood  
 Academies Board’s Finance Committee and Education Committee.

To nominate two members to attend the Attwood Academies HR and Safeguarding 
Committee and to sit on key disciplinary panels dealing with:-

  • Exclusions
  • Attendance
  • Staff issues

To support effective communications between the Academy and its stakeholders by 
establishing the following advisory groups: 

  • A Student Council 
  • A Parents’ Group
  • A Staff Forum

To insure that the Academy properly serves the Community and to act as the principal  
independent mechanism for communication between the Academy, the Community 
and local businesses.

The composition and functions to be discharged by these groups will be at the 
discretion of the Academy Associate Principal and the Trust Board. Other groups may 
be established as deemed necessary. 

Please send your application to:  
Glenda.Canham@bexhillacademy.org by 16 November 2019

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

  Year 7

  Year 8

  Year 9 

  Year 10

  Year 11

NEWS UPDATE  
What an amazingly busy term it has been with 
‘Be the Change’ supporting student achievement 
in Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11 exams, the Year 8 
Graduation as well as the Year 6 Parents’ Evening, 
Induction Days and WOW days for the upcoming 
Year 5s.

Students and staff alike have been raising money 
for our nominated ‘Pink Ladies’ cancer support  
charity including bake sales, staff versus students 
netball, sponsored walks and cycles - the list goes 
on. We are very proud of their efforts.

Year 11s worked very hard on their exams and their 
positivity coming out of each test was inspirational; 
we look forward to hearing of their successes later 
in the summer.

HOUSE ACHIEVEMENT   
As ever, more students in Year 8 in Cambridge 
House graduated with Honours than any other 
House in the Academy. We are also currently second 
in the House Cup Competition at the moment but, 
of course, with Sports Day fast approaching, this 
term we have the ‘in to win it’ motto, as it will be 
the House with the most participants that wins 
Sports Day.

We also congratulate our new student leaders, 
especially our House Chair, Jessica Excell, and our 
Vice Chair, Morgan Gough, who also got Academy 
Vice Chair! We know that you will both do a 
wonderful job.

As the end of term fast approaches we would like 
to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy 
and restful holiday.

Week 1
Week 2
Week 3 
Week 4 
Week 5
Week 6 

Luke Vaderpeer
Ava Lily Brooker
Mackenzie Garlick
Jack Forrest
Amy Shacklewon
---------------

C1
C2
C3
C4
C5
C6
C7
C8
C9

95.5%
91.0%
94.8%
90.7%
93.8%
93.6%
93.6%
91.5%
88.9%

550
275
240
225
215
210
190
180
175
170
170

C3
C3
C8
C4
C1
C2
C1
C1
C1
C8
C7

Florrie Handford
Kieran Adam
Alysha Shillinglaw
Amy Shackleton
Louise Gurney
Casey Bell
Dalziel Garlick
Emma Harrington
Wei Lui
Daniel Clarke
Ryan Thomas

Form Attendance

Top Ten Students – Carrots Points

STUDENT OF THE TERM

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

CAMBRIDGE 
HOUSE NEWS

‘Pride, Strength  
and Courage’

TERM   20196

Daniel Clarke
Tamara Excell
Stan Flegg
Maddie Slatcher
---------------



37  Bexhill Beacon  Bexhill Beacon  36

Year 7 Talya Sellam    
Year 8 Aimee Morgan
Year 9  Poppy Mayhew
Year 10 Charlie Gibbons
Year 11  ---------------

NEWS UPDATE  
Looking back on a very busy, but successful end of year...

One of our students, Harri Watts, has continued to achieve 
excellence in her Karate, below is an update from her... 
Keep it up Harri!

“On Saturday 22 June I went to my karate grading seeing 
as I have had six months of training. I attended the 
10:00-12:30 classes so that I could prepare as I normally 
do, after that I had to attend the pre-grade class to 
receive my third stripe to show that I was able to grade. I 
had to return at 15:45 for my grading along with six other 
brown-stripe belts and we had to show everything we 
had learnt which included five moves up and down the 
hall;  four katas which are long sequences; eight and a half 
minutes of fitness, and lots more. After an hour of being 
there I found out that everyone had passed! I am now a 
First Kyu with a red, white and blue belt. I have to practise 
everything I’ve learnt since I have joined, all the katas plus 
some weapon katas, and I need to perform my moves in 
Japanese for my black belt. I now have to wait one year 
before I can hopefully gain my black belt.”

Well done to Ethan Williams for winning Gold in the Juniors 
category for his Honda NSX car. Ethan has a remarkable 
talent and attention to detail. Amazing effort Ethan.

I’d also like to commend Summer Funnell for being 
brave, considerate and compassionate. Summer rescued 
two moorhen chicks in Egerton Park after they had been 
mistreated by some youths.

We also need to congratulate Ewan Teague on breaking 
not just one, but two, long standing school records. Ewan 
ran the 100m and 200m at Town Sports and achieved the 
following times - 100m : 12.04s and 200m : 25.70s.

Finally to recognise all of those students involved in the 
performance at the De La Warr for our Speech Day event, 
a fabulous performance, and well done to Yunus Eshekh- 
Alonso, Kelsie Foster, Daisy Vanbergen, Jack Lissamore, 
Sacha Broad and Charlie Mayhew.

HOUSE ACHIEVEMENT   
There was a lot to celebrate at the De La Warr for our Speech 
Day event. Not only did we have the majority of the House 
celebrating their well-earned graduations, but also we had 
18 students graduate with Honours. There were also plenty 
of Harvard award winners on the night, however, a special 
mention should go to Milly Fuller and Alfie Aubrey who 
picked up multiple awards. Well done to all.

Week 1
Week 2
Week 3 
Week 4 
Week 5
Week 6 

Milo corbin
Jack Mayhew
Fin Cooper
Alfie Meikle
Kelsie Foster
Josh Goodchild

H1
H2
H3
H4
H5
H6
H7
H8
H9

92.7%
95.7%
92.9%
87.9%
94.3%
93.5%
94.4%
88.5%
96.1%

380
315
205
200
175
135
120
110
110
75

H3
H6
H6
H2
H1
H2
H3
H5
H6
H6

Talya Sellam
Taowhid Uddin
Steven Ambrose
Aimee Morgan
Shakibul Khan
Kiera Torrance
Honey Holford
Mark Deszpod
Will Noakes
Luke Hopper

Form Attendance

Top Ten Students – Carrots Points

STUDENT OF THE TERM

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

‘Perseverance  
for Success’

HARVARD  
HOUSE NEWS

TERM   20196

  Year 7

  Year 8

  Year 9 

  Year 10

  Year 11 

NEWS UPDATE  
This term has seen our Year 11 Imperial students leave after a very 
busy exam period. I am very proud of the resilience and effort all 
students gave in this very stressful time and would like to wish them 
all the very best as they move onto the next chapter in their lives. 
I would also like to thank Alistair Kent and Isabelle Rogers for all 
the hard work and support they have shown to Imperial during their 
schooling. Both students where exceptional senior leaders for Imperial 
and went above and beyond in all aspects of school life. Well done and 
good luck!

Year 7 Cricket Scholar Amelia Barrett’s writing career has gone from 
strength to strength. Amelia was invited personally by the CEO of the 
English Cricket Board after he had read her monthly journal in the ‘Sussex 
Seagull’ about girls’ cricket. Amelia was invited to train with the England 
Women and also has had her experiences of Girls’ Cricket and her love 
for the game published in this ‘Summer’s Women’s Ashes Programme’. 

Jack Carter has been awarded ‘Imperial House Poetry Competition 
Winner’. His dystopian poem is of a daunting place whose “darkness 
consumes all features” and “freezing aura” was simultaneously beautiful 
and despairing. Judges commented that the sense of place that Jack 
created was unnerving and eerie. Let’s hope that this win will encourage 
Jack to write and share more poetry in the future.   

Jack’s poem, along with all entries from all the Houses, will be forwarded 
to the annual National Foyle’s Young Poet of the Year Competition and be 
judged along with entries from across the country. We wish Jack and all 
the Bexhill entrants all the best of luck. 

HOUSE ACHIEVEMENT   
Imperial House received the largest amount of Year 9 and Year 10 students 
applying for Ambassadors’ roles for next academic year. It was a very hard 
decision for Mrs Holter and myself to decide who should take on these 
responsibilities. We are very proud that so many of our students in our 
House applied and we were able to have Ambassadors for all subject areas. 
A huge well done to the following students:

Week 1
Week 2
Week 3 
Week 4 
Week 5
Week 6 

Evie Wilkinson
Moll Turner
Lily Denman
Layla Wilson
Mia Norris
Jack Carter

IMPERIAL  
HOUSE NEWS

I1
I2
I3
I4
I5
I6
I7
I8
I9

91.6%
94.8%
95.4%
95.0%
95.8%
93.8%
95.3%
94.3%
96.9%

560
410
330
320
320
310
225
220
215
200

I4
I7
I7
I7
I7
I8
I8
I6
I6
I7

Connor Remnant
Paige Rumball
Faye Lucas
Malina Allott
Joshua Dunn
Layla Wilson
Oliver Chambers
Joshua Standell
Oli Matthews
Neeve teague

STUDENT OF THE TERM

Form Attendance

Top Ten Students – Carrots Points

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

‘Every Student Matters,  
Every Moment Counts,  

Your Future Begins Here’

TERM   20196

Cassidy Robinson
Lily Denman
Matthew Willis
Molly Turner
Alistair Kent &
Isabell Rogers

Maths   Shaymaa Cherabi
English  Molly Turner
Music  Monica Lucas
PE  Ben Atkins
Carrots   Ella Vinall

Drama  Berry Robinson
Science   India Lindsay
History   Ella Williams
Geography Jacob Pepper
Languages Andi Copley

I would also like to congratulate our new Chair and Vice Chair of Imperial 
Molly Turner and Berry Robinson. We had four applicants for the two roles 
and, after a stringent application and interview process, Molly and Berry 
came through. Molly has now also gone on to be successful in becoming the 
new Head Girl of Bexhill Academy, something we at Imperial are very proud 
of and shows how aspirational our students are.

I hope you all have a restful summer and I look forwarded to seeing you all 
in September.
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  Year 7 Evie Hammond    
  Year 8 Caitlyn Ellis
  Year 9  Zach Prashad
  Year 10 Paige Fever
  Year 11  ---------------

NEWS UPDATE  
Terms 5 and 6 have been fantastic for Oxford House once 
more, and a very busy one! On top of the usual busy and 
engaging school day, we have had other events featuring a 
host of Oxford students. These include the rehearsals and 
selection of cast for the school production School of Rock 
which will be on show in December. Huge congratulations 
to the amazing Anvita for her lead role, and the other Oxford 
House students who made it onto the cast.

We have also had our annual Awards night, where the Year 
8 students collected their Graduation Awards. We had more 
graduates than ever this year which is a great achievement. 
In addition, we had a large number of students with Honours 
and two students with 1st Class Honours. 

The Year 11 Oxford students completed their GCSE exams 
and finished with their prom. It was fantastic to see so 
many of our students mature into fantastic young men and 
women, ready to move on to college and apprenticeships.

Overall we are sat in a great position with the last few weeks 
of the House Cup Competition to go, last push for Carrots, 
Attendance and, of course, Sports Day success in order to 
claim the House Cup, and hopefully the Sports Day Shield 
again.

HOUSE ACHIEVEMENT   
As mentioned above, we have some highly talented 
students in Oxford House. Ellis Ridgway has been accepted 
onto the Harlequins Rugby Development Team, which is a 
huge achievement. In addition, Jack Doorey-Palmer has 
his chance at his final trials to successfully move into the 
Harlequins Elite Squad from the development. We really do 
wish them all the best over their busy summer.

Ellis Ridgway also excelled at the District Schools Town 
Sports event, winning three Golds in 100m, 200m and Long 
Jump. Alongside Ellis, Darcy Laing retained her 200m Gold, 
and also Gold in the Triple Jump.

Away from sports, two of our fantastic Year 11 students 
have achieved Academic Excellence by being offered full 
scholarships to some of our local high profile colleges on 
the back of their predicted grades for GCSE.

Shahriar Alam has been offered a scholarship to Eastbourne 
College, and Georgie O’Hara has earned hers to Battle Abbey. 
We look forward to seeing their fantastic results in August and 
wish them luck in their bright futures.

Come on Oxford!

Week 1
Week 2
Week 3 
Week 4 
Week 5
Week 6 

Emily Stevens
Evie Ward
Anvita Kopparthi
Charlie Jones
Imogen Cook
Barney Charker

OXFORD  
HOUSE NEWS

O1
O2
O3
O4
O5
O6
O7
O8
O9

90.5%
89.7%
92.1%
92.5%
93.9%
93.2%
96.4%
93.3%
97.3%

245
245
195
170
150
150
145
145
115
100

O3
O9
O7
O6
O1
O2
O8
O6
O1
O3

Oliver Gardiner-Judges
Lydia Williams
Grace King
Paige Ransom
Umar Ilham
Lewis Mincher
Keira Lindley
Matilda Burchell
Ella Lucas
Amelia Flook

Form Attendance

STUDENT OF THE TERM

TERM   20196

‘Dream, Believe,  
Succeed’

Top Ten Students – Carrots Points

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

  Year 7

  Year 8

  Year 9

  Year 10

  Year 11

NEWS UPDATE  
This term we have once again reached that time of 
year when we say farewell to our Year 11 students, 
we are extremely proud of the effort and dedication 
put in by our students in trying to achieve their very 
best in their GCSE exams. As ever, we hope their 
results reflect their committment and talent. We’d 
like to thank all those Year 11 students for their 
own commitment to our House and wish them the 
very best in the future.

We would like to say a special thanks to Catrin 
Deacon for being a wonderful Chair of House.

We would also like to mention our Graduation 
Evening which, yet again, was a very lovely 
event, it was fantastic to see so many families 
able to celebrate school success in such a great 
environment.

HOUSE ACHIEVEMENT   
2019 has been a successful time for two members 
of Yale House, Luke and Cat Hazleton; they are 
both gifted and committed members of the 1066 
Swim Club. They write as follows:

‘At the start of April we did our first competition 
of the year for our club, we were the youngest 
of our age group and we had a lot of races. We 
had raced against 13 year olds trying to get points 
for our club; we were also the smallest club in the 
league. We did really well and Luke won 3 medals. 
Every year we have an Awards Evening for our 
club in honour of our club championships, which 
is an inter-club competition where swimmers 
swim against each other. We were presented 
with a shield which had medals on it and a medal 
for completing the Pack of Cards Challenge.’

It is always great to hear about our students’ 
successes, both in and out of school, please speak 
to the House team and keep us updated about 
similar successes and achievements. 

Week 1
Week 2
Week 3 
Week 4 
Week 5
Week 6 

Elisha Fulljames
Michaela Wenbourne
Evie Whiteman
Ethen Price
Harvey Jack
---------------

YALE  
HOUSE NEWS

Y1
Y2
Y3
Y4
Y5
Y6
Y7
Y8
Y9

95.6%
93.8%
94.7%
94.9%
94.4%
96.7%
85.3%
83.5%
98.0%

230
215
195
195
180
170
140
135
125
125

Y2
Y2
Y1
Y1
Y3
Y1
Y8
Y9
Y5
Y4

Tom Owens
Maximulian Morozovs
Amelia Swain
Jessica Nguyen
Phoebe Goldsmith
Steven Pake
Alexander Haffenden
Victoria Besbeech
Sophie Valentine
Jay Simpson

Form Attendance

Top Ten Students – Carrots Points

STUDENT OF THE TERM

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

‘Yale, The Golden Key  
to Success’

TERM   20196

Jessica Nguyen
Evie Whiteman
Alex Markham
Sophie Valentine
---------------
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Academic Year 2019/2020

TERM 1
Thursday 5 September 2019

Friday 25 October 2019

TERM 2
Monday 4 November 2019
Friday 20 December 2019

TERM 3
Monday 6 January 2020

Wednesday 12 February 2020

TERM 4
Monday 24 February 2020

Friday 3 April 2020

TERM 5
Monday 20 April 2020

Friday 22 May 2020

TERM 6
Monday 1 June 2020

Wednesday 22 July 2020

Holiday Dates (Students do not attend)

Autumn School Holiday
Monday 28 October 2019 -

Friday 1 November 2019

Christmas School Holiday
Monday 23 December 2019 -

Friday 3 January 2020

February School Holiday
Monday 17 February 2020 - 

Friday 21 Febraury 2020

Spring School Holiday
Monday 6 April 2020 - 

Friday 17 April 2020

May School Holiday
Monday 25 May 2020 -

Friday 29 May 2020

Inset Days (Students do not attend)
Wednesday 4 September 2019

Friday 27 September 2019
Wednesday 20 November 2019

Thursday 13 February 2020
Friday 14 February 2020
Monday 29 June 2020

Term Dates (Students attend)




